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HYMNS AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 
Apolytikion after the Doxology 

Being buried with Thee in baptism Christ our God, we become worthy of immortal life and of 

Thy Resurrection praising Thee with hymns we cry:  Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

Hymns at the Little Entrance 

Palm Sunday Apolytikion, Mode I 

(sung at the Small Entrance and after Holy Communion) 

Before Thy passion Thou confirmed the common resurrection Christ our God when Thou 

raised Lazarus from the dead. Thus we like children bearing symbols of victory and to the victor 

over death we cry: Hosanna in the highest Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

Isodikon 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  The Lord is God and has revealed Himself 

to us.  Save us O Son of God who was seated upon the foal, sing we to Thee Alleluia. 
 

Palm Sunday Apolytikia 

Before Thy passion Thou confirmed the common resurrection Christ our God when Thou 

raised Lazarus from the dead. Thus we like children bearing symbols of victory and to the victor 

over death we cry: Hosanna in the highest, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

Being buried with Thee in baptism Christ our God, we become worthy of immortal life and of 

Thy resurrection praising Thee with hymns we cry: 

Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

Palm Sunday Kondakion 

 In heaven on a throne, on earth upon a foal, Thou wast seated O Christ God.  Thou received 

the angel’s praise and the children’s song crying out to Thee: Blessed is the name of the Lord 

who restored Adam. 
 

Megalynarion 

The Lord is God and has revealed himself to us.  Come gather for the feast and rejoicing 

magnify the Christ with palms and branches with hymns proclaiming: Blessed is He who comes 

in the name of the Lord, our Saviour. 
 

Communion Hymn 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. Alleluia. 

First Antiphon  

I love the Lord because He 

has heard my voice and 

my supplication.  

The pangs of death 

encompassed me, the 

perils of Hades have 

found me.  

I suffered distress and 

anguish. Then I called on 

the name of the Lord.  

Second Antiphon  

I believed, therefore I spoke; 

but I was greatly 

afflicated.  

What shall I render to the 

Lord for all the He has 

given me? 

I will receive the cup of 

salvation and call upon 

the name of the Lord. 

Third Antiphon  

Give thanks to the Lord for 

He is good; for His 

mercy endures forever.  

Let the house of Israel now 

say that He is good; for 

His mercy endures 

forever.   



Scripture Reading 
Faith comes by hearing…. 

Epistle Reader: Stephanie Katherine Yallourakis 

  

Priest: Let Us Attend... 

Reader: Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord...give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
His mercy endures forever.   

Priest: Wisdom.  

Reader: The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians (4:4-9) 

Priest: Let us be attentive… 

 

BRETHREN, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your 

forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 

brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God 

of peace will be with you.  
 

The Gospel According to St. John (12:1-18) 

Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazaros was, whom Jesus had raised from the 

dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazaros was one of those at table with him. Mary 

took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her 

hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples 

(he who was to betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 

the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the 

money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my 

burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." 
 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but 

also to see Lazaros, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazaros also to 

death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 
 

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they 

took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is 

written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples 

did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been 

written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazaros out 

of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was 

that they heard he had done this sign. 



Pray Together and Stay Together 

 It has often been said that“ a family that prays together stays together.” Research 

clearly shows that there is truth behind this classic phrase.  Retrouvaille International, a highly-

respected marriage-support organization, cites a 1980 study which indicates that the divorce rate for 

couples who attend church regularly and pray on a daily basis account for less than one divorce in 

every 1105 marriages (Source: coupleprayer.org).  Does this prove that praying families stay together?  

No, but it certainly shows that low divorce rates and praying families correlate.  And this shouldn’t 

surprise us.  Families that pray together must then spend time together, quality time at that, which is 

essential for the dynamic of  any family. 

 Praying together as a family is a great practice for keeping the family together and 

keeping the whole family focused on God in their lives. It is ultimately the goal of  parents to see to it 

that the family prays together, but it’s not always that easy.  Here are some tips for helping your family 

pray together, and therefore stay together as well. 
 

Pray at meals:  

One of  the reasons I think praying together and staying together correlate, is because families that 

pray together probably do so during family meals which are important to have. Eating together is one 

of  the most important things a family can do. Jesus himself  showed the importance of  eating 

together through the Last Supper and the institution of  the Eucharist. Praying before and after meals 

completes the meal and teaches your children one way to pray.  Everyone knows “Grace” before 

meals, but try this easy prayer for afterward, “We give thanks to you Lord for this bountiful feast and 

for the hands that prepared it.  We ask that you bless the food and drink of  your servants.  May this 

food and drink strengthen both our souls and our bodies to better serve You.  Amen.” 
 

Attend the Divine Liturgy Together on Sundays: 

Attending the Divine Liturgy together is one of  the most important ways a family can practice 

praying together as well as with other Christians. This is not easy to do, but is nonetheless very 

important.  A wise man once said that “No great things were built without sacrifices.”   
 

At the Divine Liturgy we grow closer to God. Giving God our time and energy as a family during the 

Divine Liturgy is crucial to keeping Him as the center of  the family. 
 

Read Bible Stories Together:  

The Orthodox Study Bible is full of  wonderful stories. Stories from the Bible teach the importance of  

faith, hope, and love among many other things. Children are never too old to read the Bible. Perhaps 

the best way to read with older children is to set aside an hour each week for a family Bible Study.  For 

our younger children, read Bible stories before bedtime. 

 

Matthew 18:20 – “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of  them.” 




