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HYMNS AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

The Resurrection Apolytikion, Mode 4  

Joyous tidings of  Thy Resurrection that the angel proclaimed to the 

women disciples and brought an end to the ancestral curse, and with pride 

they declared to the disciples: Death has been defeated and Christ our 

God has risen bestowing upon the world great mercy.  
 

Isodikon 

Come let us worship falling down before Christ.  Save us O Son of  God 

who didst arise from the dead sing we to Thee Alleluia. 
 

Apolytikion for the Holy Forefathers of  Christ  

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to 

yourself  the Church that came out of  the nations. The saints are boasting 

in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to 

You, is from their offspring At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save 

our souls.  
 

Troparion of  Saint Sophia (Holy Wisdom) 

Blessed are You O Christ our God, Who as all wise the fishermen You 

showed forth; By sending your Holy Spirit down upon them and through 

them the universe You drew unto your net.  O lover of  mankind Glory to 

You. 
 

Proeortion (Preparation) Kondakion  

Today the Virgin enters a cave to ineffably give birth to Him the eternal 

Logos.  Dance O universe hearing of  this event.  Glorify with the angels 

and the shepherds Him who chose to be seen as a new born child, God 

who existed before all Time. 

First Antiphon  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, 

bless His holy Name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all that He 

has done for you. 

The Lord in heaven has 

prepared His throne, and 

His kingdom rules over 

all. 

Second Antiphon  

Praise the Lord, O my soul; I 

will praise the Lord in my 

life; I will chant unto my 

God for as long as I have 

my being.  

Blessed is He of whom the 

God of Jacob is his help, 

whose hope is in the Lord 

his God. 

The Lord shall be King unto 

eternity; your God, O 

Zion, from generation  

 to generation. 

Third Antiphon  

This is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

Let the heavens and the earth  

 praise Him. 



Scripture Reading 
Faith comes by hearing…. 

Epistle Reader: Eleni Romm 

Priest: Let Us Attend... 

Reader: Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of  our fathers...for you are just in all you have done.  

Priest: Wisdom.  

Reader: The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11) 

Priest: Let us be attentive… 
 

 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of  these the 

wrath of  God is coming upon the sons of  disobedience. In these you once 

walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that 

you have put off  the old nature with its practices and have put on the new 

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of  its creator. Here 

there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.  

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE (14:16-24) 

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited 

many; and at the time of  the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who 

had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' But they all alike began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I 

pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of  oxen, 

and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 

'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and 

reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 

'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of  the city, and bring in the poor and 

maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there 

is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel 

people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of  those men who were invited 

shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'"  



ALTAR TABLE CANDLES 

Offered in loving memory of  Stavroula and Panagos Kouvaritakis by their family. 
 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS 

Offered in loving memory of  Eftychios Psaltiras by his wife Demetra and family. 
 

 

Offered in loving memory of  Basile and Mary Aronis, Melina Margaret Aronis, Ray and Stacy 

Rasmussen, Gus and Margaret Constance, and Spiro Constance by Constantine and Peggy Aronis.  

 

Two Blessings 

Augustine 

There are two kinds of  blessings; temporal and eternal.  Temporal blessings are health, honor, friends, 

wealth, children, a home, a wife, and other things from our journey in life.  But we reside in the hotel 

of  life as travelers moving on, not as owners intending to remain.  For eternal blessings are eternal life, 

the body and soul’s incorruption and immortality, the allegiance of  angels, the heavenly city, unfailing 

glory and the Father-the former without death, the latter without an enemy.  These blessings make us 

desire them with eagerness and ask for them with perseverance.  We don’t ask with lengthy words, but 

with groans.  A longing desire is always praying even though the tongue is silent.  For if  you ever long 

for these things, you are praying.  When does prayer sleep?  When desire grows cold.  So then, let us 

beg for these eternal blessings with eager desire.  Let us seek these good things with entire earnestness.  

Let us ask for them with assurance…  Beloved, ask also for temporal blessings, but in moderation.  Be 

sure that if  we do receive them, He who knows what is beneficial for us gives them to us.  You have 

asked.  Hasn’t He given you what you asked for?  Trust your Father.  He would give it to you if  it was 

beneficial for you.   

“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” 

-Hebrews 13:14- 

Memorials 
Among the spirits of  the righteous perfected in faith, give rest, O Savior to the souls of  your servants... 

Stavroula Kouvaritakis (5 years) 

Panagos Kouvaritakis (47 years) 

John (59 years) 

Eftychios Psaltiras (2 years) 

Basile Aronis 

Mary Aronis 

Melina Margaret Aronis 

Ray Rasmussen 

Stacy Rasmussen 

Gus Constance 

Margaret Constance 

Spiro Constance 

Stelios Kardaras (6 months) 

Nick John (3 months) 

Emmanuel John 

Despina  

Joy 

May their memory be eternal ... 



Sunday, December 16 

 8:30 am — Orthros  

 9:45 am — Memorials 

 10:00 am — Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, December 19 

 7:30 pm — Young Adult 
 Bible Class w/ Fr. Chris 

The Mission of Saint Sophia Cathedral 

1. Proclaim and teach the Gospel according to 
the Orthodox Christian Faith 

2. Sanctify and enhance the spiritual life of the 
faithful through Orthodox Christian worship.  

3. Receive persons into the Church through 
instruction, baptism and/or chrismation.  

ERVICES  

CONFESSION 
 

As members of  the Church, we have responsibilities to one another and, of  course, to God.  When we 

sin, our relationship to God and to others is distorted.  Sin is ultimately alienation from God, from our 

fellow human beings, and from our own true self  which is created in God's image and likeness. 

 

Confession is the Sacrament through which our sins are forgiven, and our relationship to God and to 

others is restored and strengthened.  Through the Sacrament, Christ our Lord continues to heal those 

broken in spirit and restores the Father's love those who are lost.  According to Orthodox teaching, the 

penitent confess to God and are forgiven by God.  The priest is the sacramental witness who 

represents both Christ and His people.  The priest is viewed not as a judge, but as a physician and 

guide.  It is an ancient Orthodox practice for every Christian to have a spiritual father to whom one 

turns for spiritual advice and counsel.  Confession can take place on any number of  occasions.  The 

frequency is left to the discretion of  the individual.  In the event of  serious sin, however, confession is 

a necessary preparation for Holy Communion. 

 


