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HYMNS AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

Apolytikion of Epiphany  

(sung after the Doxology and before the Small Entrance)  

Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was manifest by 

naming you His beloved Son the creator bore witness to you, and the spirit in the shape of 

a dove confirmed for us the truth of these words. You who appeared Christ the God and 

shown light upon the world, Glory to You. 
 

Second Antiphon 

Save us O Son of God who was baptized by John in the Jordan sing we to Thee Alleluia. 
 

Isodikon 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God and has revealed 

Himself to us.  Save us O Son of God who was baptized by John in the Jordan sing we to 

Thee Alleluia. 
 

Apolytikion of Epiphany 

Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was manifest by 

naming you His beloved Son the creator bore witness to you, and the spirit in the shape of 

a dove confirmed for us the truth of these words. You who appeared Christ the God and 

shown light upon the world, Glory to You. 
 

Kondakion of Epiphany  

Today You appeared to the world and we were filled with Your light, fully aware we praise 

you.  You came, You appeared, light unapproachable. 
 

Trisagion  

All those who in Christ have been baptized, in Christ have you now been clothed. Alleluia.  

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Now and forevermore and from all 

ages to all ages. Amen.  In Christ have you now been clothed, Alleluia……..And with 

strength……All those who in Christ have been baptized, in Christ have you now been 

clothed. Alleluia. 
 

Megalynarion  

All creation rejoices in thee full of grace, the company of Angels and the race of all people. 

O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins from whom God was 

incarnate and became a child our God before all ages. And thy womb God made a throne 

more vast than the heavens.  All creation rejoices in thee full of grace, glory to thee. 
 

Communion Hymn  

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all mankind.  Alleluia. 

First Antiphon  

When Israel went forth 

from Egypt, the house of 

Jacob from a strange 

people; 

Judah became his sanctuary.  

The sea looked and fled, 

Jordan turned back. 
 

Second Antiphon 

Save us, O Son of God, 

Who were baptized in 

the river Jordan by John. 

We sing to You: Alleluia. 

I love the Lord because He 

has heard my voice and 

my supplication. 

For He has inclined His ear 

to me, therefore I will 

call on Him as long as I 

live. 
 

Third Antiphon 

Give thanks to the Lord for 

He is good; for His 

mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Aaron now 

say that He is good; for 

His mercy endures 

forever. 
 



Scripture Reading 
Faith comes by hearing…. 

Epistle Reader: Bill Striglos 

Priest: Let Us Attend... 

Reader: Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord...give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
His mercy endures forever.   

Priest: Wisdom.  

Reader: The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Titus (2:11-14; 3:4-7) 

Priest: Let us be attentive… 
 

TITUS, my son, the grace of  God has appeared for the salvation of  all men, training us to renounce 

irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our 

blessed hope, the appearing of  the glory of  the great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself  

for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for himself  a people of  his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. 
 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of  God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of  

deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of  his own mercy, by the washing of  regeneration and 

renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 

we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of  eternal life. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW (3:13-17) 
 

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have 

prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered 

him, "Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. And 

when Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened and he saw the Spirit of  God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; and lo, a voice from 

heaven, saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."  



END WELL 

Basil 

 Not even David was blameless.  For his thoughts were diverted and he sinned against Uriah’s 

wife.  Another example is surely enough to keep one who is living a godly life safe.  This example is 

Judas’s fall from better to worse.  After being Christ’s disciple for so long, he sold his Master for his 

own profit but received punishment instead.  Learn from this, beloved, that the one who begins well 

isn’t perfect.  It is the one who ends well whom God approves of.  So then, don’t allow your eyes to 

sleep or your eyelids to slumber so that you can be saved like “a roe from the net and a bird from the 

snare.” For you are passing through the midst of  traps.  You are walking on top of  a high wall where a 

fall is much more dangerous.  Therefore, don’t try to be extremely disciplined right away.  Above 

everything beware of  your own confidence, lest you fall from a height of  discipline because of  lack of  

training.  It is better to move ahead a little at a time.  So then, withdraw from the pleasures of  life little 

by little.  Gradually destroy all your evil habits, lest you bring on yourself  a mass of  temptations by 

stirring up all of  your passions at once.  When you have mastered one passion, then begin waging war 

against another.  And before long you will get the better of  them all.   
 

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 

flesh, to fulfill the therof. 

-Romans 13:14- 

 

HOLY ORDERS 

The Holy Spirit preserved the continuity of  the Church through the Sacrament of  Holy Orders.  

Through ordination, men who have been chosen from within the Church are set apart by the Church 

for special service to the Church.  Each is called by God through His people to stand amid the 

community, as pastor and teacher, and as the representative of  the parish before the Altar.  Each is also 

a living icon of  Christ among His people.  According to Orthodox teaching, the process of  ordination 

begins with the local congregation; but the bishop alone, who acts in the name of  the universal 

Church, can complete the action.  He does so with the invocation of  the Holy Spirit and the 

imposition of  his hands on the person being ordained. 

 

Following the custom of  the Apostolic Church, there are three major orders each of  which requires a 

special ordination.  These are Bishop, who is viewed as a successor of  the Apostles, Priest and Deacon, 

who act in the name of  the Bishop.  Each order is distinguished by its pastoral responsibilities.  Only a 

Bishop may ordain.  Often, other titles and offices are associated with the three orders.  The Orthodox 

Church permits men to marry before they are ordained.  Since the sixth century, Bishops have been 

chosen from the celibate clergy. 



Monday, January 7 

 Synaxis of  John the Holy Glorious Prophet, 
 Baptist and Forerunner 

 8:45 am — Orthros 

 9:30 am — Divine Liturgy  
 

Tuesday, January 8 

 11:00 am — Bible Studies 
 

Wednesday, January 9 

 7:00 — Young Adult Bible Studies 
 Class w/ Fr. Chris 

The Mission of Saint Sophia Cathedral 

1. Proclaim and teach the Gospel according to 
the Orthodox Christian Faith 

2. Sanctify and enhance the spiritual life of the 
faithful through Orthodox Christian worship.  

3. Receive persons into the Church through 
instruction, baptism and/or chrismation.  

  UPCOMING SERVICES  

Sunday, January 6 

 8:45 am — Orthros  

 10:00 am — Divine Liturgy 

 7:00 pm — Vespers at St. John 
 in Anaheim 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK (HOLY UNCTION) 

When one is ill and in pain, this can very often be a time of  life when one feels alone and isolated.  

The Sacrament of  the Anointing of  the Sick, or Holy Unction as it is also known, reminds us that 

when we are in pain, either physical, emotional, or spiritual, Christ is present with us through the 

ministry of  his Church.  He is among us to offer strength to meet the challenges of  life, and even the 

approach of  death. 
 

As with Chrismation, oil is also used in this Sacrament as a sign of  God's presence, strength, and 

forgiveness. After the reading of  seven epistle lessons, seven gospel lessons and the offering of  seven 

prayers, which are all devoted to healing, the priest anoints the body with the Holy Oil.  Orthodoxy 

does not view this Sacrament as available only to those who are near death. It is offered to all who are 

sick in body, mind, or spirit.  The Church celebrates the Sacrament for all its members during Holy 

week on Holy Wednesday. 


