
Sunday, February 24 

Bilingual Liturgy  

Sunday of  the Prodigal Son  
First & Second Finding of  the Venerable Head of  John the Baptist 

V. Rev. Father John S. Bakas 
Dean 

Rev. Fr. Chris Kolentsas 
Assistant Priest 

HYMNS AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

Resurrection Apolytikion 

Ἀγγελικαὶ Δυνάμεις ἐπὶ τὸ μνῆμά σου, καὶ οἱ φυλάσσοντες ἀπενεκρώθησαν, 

καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία ἐν τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα. 

Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾍδην, μὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπ' αὐτοῦ, ὑπήντησας τῇ Παρθένῳ, 

δωρούμενος τὴν ζωήν, ὁ ἀναστὰς ἐκ των νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 

Mighty hosts of  angels descended on Thy tomb, and those who guarded it 

were stricken still as dead, and Mary of  Magdala stood before Thy grave 

seeking Thy pure and sacred body. Thou defeated Hades and were not 

tempted by him and Thou appeared to the Virgin and through her granted 

Life, Thou who rose from the dead, O Lord Glory to Thee. 
 

Troparion of  Saint Sophia (Holy Wisdom) 

Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, ὁ πανσόφους τοὺς ἁλιεῖς ἀναδείξας, 

καταπέμψας αὐτοῖς τὸ Πνεῦμα τὸ ἅγιον, καὶ δι' αὐτῶν τὴν οἰκουμένην 

σαγηνεύσας, φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα σοι. 

Blessed are You O Christ our God, Who as all wise the fishermen You 

showed forth; By sending your Holy Spirit down upon them and through 

them the universe You drew unto your net.  O lover of  mankind Glory to 

You. 
 

Kontakion for the Sunday of  the Prodigal Son 

Τῆς πατρῴας, δόξης σου, ἀποσκιρτήσας ἀφρόνως, ἐν κακοῖς ἐσκόρπισα, ὅν 

μοι παρέδωκας πλοῦτον· ὅθεν σοι τὴν τοῦ Ἀσώτου, φωνὴν κραυγάζω· 

Ἥμαρτον ἐνώπιόν σου Πάτερ οἰκτίρμον, δέξαι με μετανοοῦντα, καὶ 

ποίησόν με, ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων σου. 

In my senseless bad deeds, I fled your fatherly glory, and I squandered all 

of  the wealth that you gave to me; unto you, merciful father, I cry out 

saying: I have sinned, just as the Prodigal told you; and then may I be 

received as a hired servant, who comes repentant to you.   
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First Antiphon  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, 

bless His holy Name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all that He 

has done for you. 

The Lord in heaven has 

prepared His throne, and 

His kingdom rules over 

all. 

Second Antiphon  

Praise the Lord, O my soul; I 

will praise the Lord in my 

life; I will chant unto my 

God for as long as I have 

my being.  

Blessed is He of whom the 

God of Jacob is his help, 

whose hope is in the Lord 

his God. 

The Lord shall be King unto 

eternity; your God, O 

Zion, from generation  

 to generation. 

Third Antiphon  

This is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

Let the heavens and the earth  

 praise Him. 



Scripture Reading 
Faith comes by hearing…. 

Epistle Reader: Dan Kirages 

Priest: Let Us Attend... 

Reader: The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord...oh God, hear my cry.  

Priest: Wisdom.  

Reader: The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians (4:6-15) 

Priest: Let us be attentive… 
 

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to 

show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 

For while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith 

as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised 

the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so 

that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE(15:11-32) 
 

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, 

'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living between them. Not many 

days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered 

his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he 

began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his 

fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave 

him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread 

enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as 

one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father 

saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to 

his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; 

and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 

he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came 

and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this 

meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 

but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet 

you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has 

devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 

and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"  



Memorials 
Among the spirits of  the righteous perfected in faith, give rest, O Savior to the souls of  your servants... 

Penny Rovas (14 years) 

Rebecca  Rovas (26 years) 

George Rovas (29 years) 

Peter Rovas (59 years) 

Chryssoula Anton 

Anthony  L. Mellos (1 year) 

Lucas Dean (17 years) 

Gary Botchin (4 years) 

Nikita Pavlidis (45 years) 

Elpiniki Pavlidis (11 years) 

Simona  (1 year) 

Stephan 

May their memory be eternal ... 

ALTAR CANDLES 

Offered in loving memory of  Penny, Rebecca, George and Peter Rovas by James Rovas, Eva Friebe 

and Anna Gehart.  
 

ALTAR TABLE CANDLES 

Offered in loving memory of  Anthony L. Mellos by his wife Donna and son Anthony Tyler Mellos.  
 

SOLEA CANDLES 

Offered in loving memory of  Lucas Dean and Gary Botchin by the Dean family.  
 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR 

Offered in loving memory of  Chryssoula Anton by her grandson Neal Desby.  

Offered in loving memory of  Anthony L. Mellos by his wife Donna and son Anthony Tyler Mellos.  

 
 

“For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood; but against principalities and 

powers, against the rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of 

wickedness in the high places”  
 



Sunday, February 24 

 8:30 am — Orthros  

 9:45 am — Memorials 

 10:00 am — Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, February 26 

 11:00 am — Bible Studies w/Fr. John 

Saturday, March 2 

 1st Saturday of  the Soul 

 8:30 am—Orthros 

 9:30 am — Divine Liturgy 

The Mission of Saint Sophia Cathedral 

1. Proclaim and teach the Gospel according to 
the Orthodox Christian Faith 

2. Sanctify and enhance the spiritual life of the 
faithful through Orthodox Christian worship.  

3. Receive persons into the Church through 
instruction, baptism and/or chrismation.  

  UPCOMING SERVICES  

A PRAYER FOR DAILY PERSONAL SUPPORT 

(Saint Paisios the Great) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ my God, today grant me a good day without sin and vain distractions. Lord, do 

not abandon me.  Lord, do not turn away from me.  Lord, extend to me a hand of  assistance.  

Lord, support me in the fear of  You. Let this fear of  You but also Your love be implanted deeply 

into my heart. Lord, grant compunction and humility to my heart.  Lord, grant me constant tears 

and contrition and the remembrance of  death.  Lord, deliver me from every temptation of  the 

spirit and of  the body.  Lord, uproot from me negligence, laziness, sorrow, forgetfulness, 

insensitivity, callousness and the surrender to captivity of  my mind.  Lord, as You know and as You 

want, have mercy on me and forgive all of  my transgressions.  Lord, having attained peace through 

a good repentance and a ready and full confession, I hope that You will permit my lamentable soul, 

in due time, to make its exodus from this body in pure and perfect faith. Amen. 


