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God and the Geese at Christmas  

There was once a man who didn’t believe in God, and he 

didn’t hesitate to let others know how he felt about religion 

and religious holidays.  His wife, however, did believe, and 

she raised their children to also have faith in God and Jesus, 

despite his disparaging comments. 

One snowy and windy Christmas Eve, his wife was taking 

their children to church in the farm community in which they 

lived.  They were to talk about Jesus’ birth.  She asked him to 

come, but he refused. “That story is nonsense!” he said.  

“Why would God lower Himself to come to Earth as a man?  

That’s ridiculous!”  So, she and the children left, and he 

stayed home. 

A while later, the winds grew stronger and the snow turned 

into a blizzard.  As the man looked out the window, all he saw 

was blinding snowstorm.  He sat down to relax before the fire 

for the evening.  Then he heard a loud thump.  Something 

had hit the window.  He looked out, but couldn’t see more 

than a few feet.  When the snow let up a little, he ventured 

outside to see what could have been beating on his window.  

In the field near his house he saw a flock of wild geese.  

Apparently, they had been flying south for the winter when 

they got caught in the snowstorm and couldn’t go on.  They 

were lost and stranded on his farm, with no food or shelter.  

They just flapped their wings and flew around the field in low 

circles, blindly and aimlessly.  A couple of them had flown into 

his window, it seemed.   

The man felt sorry for the geese and wanted to help them.  

The barn would be a great place for them to stay, he thought.  

It’s warm and safe; surely they could spend the night and wait 

out the storm.  So, he walked over to the barn and opened the 

doors wide, then watched and waited, hoping they would 

notice the open barn and go inside.  But the geese just 

fluttered around aimlessly and didn’t seem to notice the barn 

or realize what it could mean for them.  The man tried to get 

their attention, but that just seemed to scare them and they 

moved further away.  He went into the house and came with 

some bread, broke it up, and made a bread crumb trail 

leading to the barn.  They still didn’t catch on. 

Now he was getting frustrated.  He got behind them and tried 

to shoo them toward the barn, but they only go more 

frightened and scattered in every direction except toward the 

barn.  Nothing he did could get them to go into the barn where 

they would be warm and safe.  “Why don’t they follow me?!” 

he exclaimed.  “Can’t they see this is the only place where 

they can survive the storm?”  He thought for a moment and 

realized that they just wouldn’t follow a human.  “If only I were 

a goose, then I could save them”, he said out loud.  Then he 

had an idea.  He went into the barn, got one of his own flock 

of wild geese, and carried it in his arms as he circled around 

behind the flock of wild geese.  He then released it.  His 

goose flew through the flock and straight into the barn--and 

one-by-one, the other geese followed it to safety.  He stood 

silently for a moment as the words he had spoken a few 

minutes earlier replayed in his mind: “If only I were a goose, 

then I could save them!”  Then he thought about what he had 

said to his wife earlier.  “Why would God want to be like us?  

That’s ridiculous!” 

Suddenly it all made sense.  That is what God had done.  We 

were like the geese, blind, lost perishing.  God had His Son 

become like us so He could show us the way and save us.   

As the winds and blinding snow died down, his soul became 

quiet and pondered this wonderful thought.  Suddenly he 

understood why Christ had come.  He now understood 

Christmas.  Years of doubt and disbelief vanished with the 

passing storm.  He fell to his knees in the snow, and prayed 

his first prayer: 

“Thank you, God, for coming in human form to get me out of 

the storm!” 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 2016!  Beloved brothers and sisters in 

Christ.   

In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Dean 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross+art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=d_R3_RILV7REtM&tbnid=dViGms1rmRymtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F23-jesus-cross-clip-art.html&ei=Un7zUdzfCsbpiwKs5oEg&bvm=bv.49784469,d.cGE&psig=AFQj
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PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGE 

Five Rules to Be Happy 

Christmas is approaching and with it the end of 2016.  On 

behalf of the Saint Sophia Parish Council, I would like to wish 

a Happy and Joyful Christmas to all of you.  I wanted to also 

take this opportunity to share a few upcoming events and an 

inspirational attitude story that I recently read and thought you 

might enjoy. 

Please join us for the 19th Annual Christmas Music fest under 

the Byzantine Dome on Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 7:00 

P.M.  Our Saint Sophia Cathedral Choir, Chamber Ensemble 

and soloists will be joined by our Protopsaltis, Mario Lazaridis 

and the Pan-Orthodox Young Adult Choir for Orthodox 

Christmas hymns and chants, several selections by Johann 

Sebastian Bach and traditional carols of the Christmas 

Season.   

We will be having our General Assembly on Sunday, 

December 4, 2016 in the Maniatakos Pavilion after Liturgy.  

Reports will be given by our Clergy, our Board of Trustees, 

Philoptochos, Parish Council and Treasurer and Audit 

Committee.  A light luncheon will be served to those who are 

in attendance.  Attendees are reminded that to be considered 

a member in good standing and to be able to vote, 

parishioners are to be up-to-date with their yearly Stewardship 

commitment (with 90% payment completed).   

On Sunday, December 11, Parish Council elections will be 

held in the Maniatakos Fellowship Hall up until 5:00 P.M.  If 

you are a pledged member, you are encouraged to vote.   

A Gift of Inspiration:  Each Day Is a Gift, author unknown: 

A 92 year-old delicate but well-poised and proud man, who is 

fully dressed each morning by eight o’clock, with his hair 

fashionably coifed and his face shaved perfectly, even though 

he is legally blind, moved to a nursing home today. His wife of 

70 years recently passed away, making the move necessary.  

After many hours of waiting patiently in the lobby of the 

nursing home, he smiled sweetly when told his room was 

ready. As he maneuvered his walker to the elevator, I 

provided a visual description of his tiny room, including the 

eyelet sheets that had been hung on his window. 

‘I love it,’ he stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old 

having just been presented with a new puppy. 

‘Mr. Jones, you haven’t seen the room; just wait.’ 

‘That doesn’t have anything to do with it,’ he replied. 

‘Happiness is something you decide on ahead of time.  

Whether I like my room or not doesn’t depend on how the 

furniture is arranged … it’s how I arrange my mind. I already 

decided to love it.  ‘It’s a decision I make every morning when 

I wake up.  I have a choice; I can spend the day in bed 

recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of my body that 

no longer work, or get out of bed and be thankful for the ones 

that do.’ 

‘Each day is a gift, and as long as my eyes open, I’ll focus on 

the new day and all the happy memories I’ve stored away.  

Just for this time in my life.’ 

‘Old age is like a bank account.  You withdraw from what 

you’ve put in.’ 

‘So, my advice to you would be to deposit a lot of happiness 

in the bank account of memories!  Thank you for your part in 

filling my Memory bank.  I am still depositing.’ 

Remember these five simple rules to be happy:  Free your 

heart from hatred.  Free your mind from worries.  Live simply.  

Give more.  Expect less. 

You say:  It’s impossible.  God says:  All things are possible.  

(Luke. 18:27)  You say:  I’m too tired.  God says:  I will give 

you rest (Matthew 11:28-30). You say:  Nobody loves me.  

God says:  I love you (John 3:16). You say:  I can’t go on.  

God says:  My grace is sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9). You 

say:  I can’t figure thing out.  God says:  I will direct your steps 

(Proverbs 3: 5-6).  You say:  I can’t do it.  God says:  You can 

do all things.  (Philippians 4:13).  You say:  I feel alone.  God 

says:  I will never leave you or forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5). 

May the Blessings of Christmas and the gifts of the Spirit 

continue to be shared among all of us.  Special prayers of 

gratitude is being sent to our beloved Dean, Father John S. 

Bakas, our Pastoral Assistant Chris Kolentsas, our Presbytera 

Maria Bakas and Kristen Kolentsas and their families, our 

Trustees, Parish Council Members, Philoptohos, Ministry 

leaders, choir members, Sexton Jimmy Karatsikis, 

Protopsaltis Mario Lazaridis, office staff, custodians, 

volunteers, Community Members and Parishioners. May the 

love of God be with you each day throughout the New Year.  

May you know your worth as loved by God.  May this truth 

bring joy and hope to your life. 

Yours in Christ, 

Brent A. Noyes, Parish Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP FAMILIES NOVEMBER 2016 

$650 To $999 

Richardson, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

* Life Members Endowment Fund   +Blessed Memory 

$1,000 To $1,999 

Settelmayer, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel 

Believe and Belong through Christian Stewardship 

When making out your will, please include our Saint Sophia Cathedral in you estate and financial  planning 

TheScience of Spirituality: Orthodox Perspective 

at the Huffington Center of Saint Sophia Cathedral, 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

October 26, 2016, November 9, 2016 and  December 7, 2016 

presented by Dr. Menas C. Kafatos, V. Rev. Fr. John Bakas and Maria Baltazzi 

$20 ticket includes Buffet Dinner. Dinner starts at 6:00 pm. 

Saturday, December 10th – “Light the Path”. A Christmas Luncheon to benefit the Bishop Anthony Philoptochos Student Aid 

Endowment Fund for aid to students of Hellenic College/Holy Cross from the Metropolis of San Francisco.  We are the only 

Philoptochos Metropolis in the country that offers such aid to our seminarians and students. The luncheon will be held at the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Greek Church in Long Beach.  Please join us for a delightful and exciting afternoon to 

welcome the Christmas season together. For reservations, please call 415-431-2600.  Special Presentation by Seminarian, 

Jason Ivey. 

See’s Christmas Candy Sale – from now until mid December, Saint Sophia Philoptochos will be selling See’s Candy to 

supplement our Philoptochos donation to the Bishop Anthony Philoptochos Student Aid Endowment Fund (BAPSAEF), which 

helps with tuition for our students and seminarians from this Metropolis of San Francisco. See ’s Candies make nice Christmas 

gifts to grandchildren, teachers, friends and employees. If you would like to order additional items not listed on the flyer, please 

call Scarlett at (310) 214-6711. (see flier). 

In Christ’s service, 

Judith Christopoulos, President 

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

The three lectures explore how the findings of modern quantum mechanics are actually 

very relevant to our own everyday lives. The sessions will include practical guided 

contemplations of scientific truths and how we can apply them in a true spiritual 

awareness. The vision of such a new way of seeing what is already there is profound, 

yet common. It is recommended that participants attend all three sessions for 

maximum understanding and practical benefits. 

October 26: The Quantum Universe we Live in 

November 9: Living the Living Presence 

December 7: The Inner Light 

Thursday December 8, 2016   Annual Christmas Luncheon 

Maniatakos Ballroom, 11:00 am, Donation $ 25.00 
Come and join us,  there will be Christmas Joy, Fellowship, excellent food by Niko Begakis , entertainment, Calandra and a 

special visit by a very famous person from the North. 

Reservations a must:   Mersy Loukaris phone: 323-661-1592. Check payable to Philoptochos VIP and mail to Mersy Loukaris 

3841 Edenhurst Ave., Los Angeles,  CA 90039. 

PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 
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MINISTRIES 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

               Very Reverend Father John S. Bakas, Dean   Chris Kolentsas, Pastoral Assistant 

Jim Kollias, Choir Director               Mario Lazaridis , Protopsaltis          Michael Kontaxis, Assistant Psaltis 

                        Christopher Yokas, Organist                                              James Karatsikis, Sexton 

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Officers                                                                              

George E. Preonas, President                                                                                                                                      

Dr. James A. Demetriou, Vice President & C.F.O.                              

Constantine M. Boukidis, Secretary                                                           

Tina Callas, Treasurer                                                                        

Members                                                                                

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, 

Timi Loomos Freshman , Alek Haidos, Steve Hanna, 

Gig Kyriacou , Diane Sakellaris Lapa, Tony Natsis, Brent 

Noyes, John Peterson, Jean-Paul Wardy, Jim Zaferis 

Presidential Appointments                                                            

Anthony A. Demetriou, Presidential Appointee 

Andrew J. Demetriou, Foundation General Counsel 

John G. Marakas III, Sr. Advisor to the Board 

Tustees Emeriti 

Nicholas Bissias, Andrew Evangelatos, John T. Pappas 

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS                 

Executive Officers                                                             

Brent Noyes, President                                                              

Dean Peratsakis, Vice President 

Jeanine Hanna, Treasurer  

Karen Sarames, Recording Secretary 

Dinah Wellington, Corresponding Secretary                                                                              

Members                                                                                

Bertha Angels, Maria Baltazzi, Costa Bargeliotis,  

Peter Cosfol, Jonas Metin, Mauro Metini, 

George Rizkala, Bill Striglos, Anna Yallourakis 

Chris Stavaridis an Paris Yatskar, Associate member 

Auditing Committee                                                           

James Ananias    Anthony Demetriou    Tom Moore 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY                                                 

Executive Officers                                                                              

Judith Christopoulos , President                                                

Jan Pastras, 1st Vice President                                                

Connie Cooper, 2nd Vice President                                            

Dorothea Ales, Recording Secretary 

Mary Tassop,   Corresponding Secretary                                                

Mary Gallanis, Treasurer  

Scarlett Billis, Assistant Treasurer                                                                                                                                  

                                        

Members                                                                                   

Frances Bissias   Pauline Evangelatos  

Olga Jordan   Tricia Kremer   Constance Manders   Sophie Mastor  

Christina Peratsakis    Marianna Politis   Jayne Poullos  

Sonia Stathes   Alison Stavaridis 

Virginia Noyes, Advisor 

ALTAR BOYS                                

Chris Halekakis                                         

BASKETBALL                                  

Gig Kyriacou & Paul Cooper                      

BIBLE STUDY                                  

Very Rev. Father John Bakas                                                                               

BOOK STORE                                  

William Striglos                                   

CHILD CARE                                          

Kathy & Marsha Zagorianos                                          

CHOIR                                                                        

Jim Kollias                                                         

COFFEE HOUR                               

Ann Pappas                                          

Georgia Vasila                                

DOCENTS  

Angela Ananias                                                                                                

 EASTER PICNIC                               

Ted Pappas                                          

GREEK DANCE GROUPS                              

Barbara Kappos  

Eleni Constantine Manolelis 

Demitra Koutsos 

HELLENIC ENTERTAINMENT 

COOPERATIVE 

Dina Demetrius                                   

HELLENIC ACADEMY                    

Alex Oxyzoglou 

John Kopatsis 

 HOSPITALITY                                

Niki Korbakis                                                   

Maria Pelargos                                         

L.A. GREEK FEST                                  

Parish Council 

Executive Board 

MR. & MRS. CLUB                         

Dean & Christine Peratsakis   

ODOS “The Way”                           

Helen Lambros                                      

PARENTING                                   

Nick Stefanidis                             

Barbara Kappos                                      

PHILOPTOHOS V.I.P.                    

Mersy Loukaris, President  

SAINT  SOPHIA CAMP                     

Melanie O’Regan                     

Jack Stumpus (Golf Event)  

Tony Mastor  (Tennis Event)                                            

Mary-Kay Demetriou (Tennis 

Event)           

SUNDAY  SCHOOL                         

Eleni Yokas                                     

YOUTH                                            

VR Father John S. Bakas 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CUSTODIAL STAFF 

John Kopatsis, Huffington Center Executive Director  

Jessica Benitez, Admin. Assist. , Angela Kim, Accountant 

Oscar Castro, Mauricio Mira, Miguel Rosales, Devin Smith 

Custodians 
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MEMORIALS  

EPISTLE READERS 

SACRAMENTS AND MEMORIALS 

December 4 

Stavro Gabriel - 40 days 

William Michel 

Vasiliki Michel 

Foti Fotiades 

Zina Fotiades 

Nicholas Fordes 

Aphrodite Fordes 

Procope Costas 

Mary Costas 

George Michel 

Helen Michel 

December 18 

George T. Metevelis 

Anna Masouras 

Christos Masouras 

Sam Masouras 

George Masouras 

Penny Kostarellos 

Dorothy Garvey 

John Garvey 

December  4    Bertha Angels 

December 11    Michael Yallourakis 

December 18    Nathan Scherrer 

December 25    Brent Noyes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SAFE LANDINGS 

Introduction to the Orthodox Faith 

Why the Orthodox Faith? Please join our new 6-week class taught by our Pastoral Assistant Chris 

Kolentsas every Tuesday . Class begins Thursday January 5, 2017 at 7:00 pm in the Assembly 

room of the Huffington Center. 

1. Introduction to the Orthodox Church 

2. Church History  

3. Worship 

4. Sacraments 

5. Scripture/Church Teaching 

6. Spirituality  

December 11 

Peter Tassopoulos - 40 days 

Basile Aronis 

Mary Aronis 

Melina Margaret Aronis 

Ray Rasmussen 

Stacy Rasmussen 

Gus Constance 

Margaret Constance 

CHRISTENING 

November 5  Daniel Settelmayer son of Joseph Richard 

    and Laura Ann Settelmayer  

    Sponsor: Dean Peratsakis 

Alfred Michel 

Despina  Hadzopoulos 

James Hadzopoulos 

Mary Gianopulos 

Nicholas Gianopulos 

Mary Anargeros 

Peter Anargeros 

Katerina Gianopulos 

James Gianopulos 

Panos Angels - 5 years 

Mary Grace Edwards - 13 

years 

Sam Hakim 

Symeon Zagorianos - 6 years 

Georgia Korbakis 

Panayiotis Korbakis 

Andreas Phinos 

Helen Phinos 

Sophia Dagres Palomares - 5 

years 

Demetrios Christos (Conrad) 

McMahill 

Demetrios Christos (Chico) 

Palomares 

Jose Antonio Palomares 

Fani Zagoreos Dagres 

Katherine Dagres Ray 

Demetrios Christos Dagres 

James S. Druilas - 50 years 

Penelope Caiopoulos Ba-

tanides - 4 years 

Andrew Kyriaco - 7 years 

Aristid Dimitri Berk - 1 year 

Lilian Latsis - 40 days 

Dimitri 

Penelopi 

John  

Charles 

Michael  

Olga 

Sophia 

Elvira 

Two more workshops remain in The Prayer of the Heart Meditation series until the Christmas Holidays. 

Please join us as Maria Baltazzi leads the group on an inward journey, using the Prayer of the Heart to 

discover how Inner Stillness Meditation can benefit us and the world around us.  

Wednesday December 13th and December  20th. Time: 7pm – 8pm 

Cost: Community Gift 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross+art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WxhpahvQ6YzBLM&tbnid=8AC19MLdHoeYrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inartstudio.com%2Findex_files%2FPages%2FCrossWall1.htm&ei=DIn2UeS7AeTAigL90YHADA&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc
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THE adoration of the shepherds 

By John Kopatsis 

The Nativity plays a major role in the Orthodox liturgical year. 

It begins with a period of preparation. It is proceeded by a fast 

corresponding to Lent that begins on November 15 and 

lasting for forty days. On Christmas Eve, services include the 

Great or Royal Hours, the Great Vespers, and the Liturgy of 

Saint Basil. On Christmas the service commemorates the birth 

of Christ in Bethlehem, the adoration of the Shepherds, and 

the arrival of the Wise Men with their gifts. The service held on 

this day is the Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. 

Christians view Jesus as "the Lord" and the word Kyrios 

(Κύριος) is a Greek word which is translated as "Lord" or 

"Master", appears about 740 times in the New Testament, 

referring to Christ. More than any other title, Lord defines the 

relationship between Jesus and the faithful. Jesus is Lord and 

Master who is to be loved with all their hearts and minds. This 

image though is supplemented with a "tender image of 

Jesus", emphasizing the humility of Jesus both at his birth and 

his death. It is a softer image of Jesus that contrasted with the 

powerful and radiant image at the Transfiguration, and 

emphasizes how God had taken a humble path to his own 

birth. This emphasis is on the humility of Jesus and the 

poverty of his birth. The image of God is the image of Jesus, 

not a severe and punishing God, but himself humble at birth 

and sacrificed at death. The concept that the omnipotent 

Creator would set aside all power to conquer the hearts of 

men by love and that he would have been helplessly placed in 

a manger is as marvelous and as touching to the Orthodox 

believers as the sacrifice of dying on the cross in Golgotha. 

The icons and artistic depictions of the Nativity of Jesus are 

based on the narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, 

and further elaborated by written, oral and artistic tradition. El 

Greco’s The Adoration of the Shepherds painting of the 

traditional subject was his last work before his death on April 

7, 1614. This ecstatic painting once decorated El Greco's 

tomb in one of the chapels of the Monastery of Santo 

Domingo El Antiguo in Toledo and It was only later transferred 

to the high altar for which it was originally intended. 

The night scene is set in a narrow, irregular space, a sort of 

grotto with a gabled opening in the back, consisting of two 

semi-circular arches. Theotokos holds her newborn Son, 

naked on her lap, while Joseph and three shepherds who 

have gathered to pay homage to his miraculous birth, 

surround them expressing their fervent devotion to the child. A 

kneeling ox also contemplates the baby. The bearded 

shepherd in the center wears a bright orange-red jacket over 

yellow-green breeches, while Joseph on the left appears in a 

purplish-blue tunic and yellow drapery. Blue and yellow recur 

in the garments of the standing shepherd to the right, whereas 

the man on his left wears green, contrasting handsomely with 

the rose tunic and blue mantle of the Virgin. Against the 

background of the sky composed of flashing whites and blues, 

the compositional ellipse is closed at the top by a group of 

angels very close to the holy family. They express Heaven’s 

pleasure at the birth of the Redeemer, bearing a banner that 

reads in Latin: “Glory 

to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace!” 

A rhythmic energy 

animates the painting, 

expressed in the 

dance-like motions of 

the figures. Striking 

contrasts between 

light and dark 

passages heighten 

the sense of drama. 

Extreme distortion of 

body characterizes 

the Adoration of the 

Shepherds like all the 

last paintings of El 

Greco. The brilliant, 

"dissonant" colors and 

the strange shapes and poses create a sense of wonder and 

ecstasy, as the shepherd and angels celebrate the miracle of 

the newly born child. The elongated figures, like tongues of 

fire, and all the indications of enthusiasm, faith and passion, 

are characteristic of many Mannerist painters but especially of 

El Greco.  Light radiates from the infant Christ and the 

dazzling white cloth on which He lies, illuminating the figures 

of Theotokos and playing off the faces of the barefoot 

shepherds. What Christ said in John 8:12: “I am the light of 

the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life” is here perfectly expressed in 

purely pictorial terms. 

El Greco is a great artist. Today, he is revered as a primitive, 

eccentric, obscure genius, unlike anyone else, who ignored 

the appearances of the physical world to stretch, twist and 

simplify bodies and space in ways that are blatantly subjective 

and fiercely emotional, a forerunner of modern art. This is not 

entirely true. El Greco is a genius, but not the solitary one we 

imagine. His wild distortions typify a manner - mannerism - 

that he shared with, and learned from, Italian 16th-century 

painters that included Michelangelo, who were just as 

feverishly disruptive in the way they strained bodies, exploded 

space and ignored the rules. In addition, he married 

Byzantine traditions where his roots were, with those of 

Mannerism. Art historian Robert Byron said that "all Greco's 

most individual characteristics, which have so puzzled and 

dismayed his critics, derive directly from the art of his 

ancestors". He always signed his paintings like religious 

icons, in Greek, "Domenikos Theotokopoulos made this". 

Byzantine iconography dealt in mystical rapture, rather than 

the description of real space of Renaissance painters and this 

seems to be an explanation for the denatured intensity of El 

Greco's paintings. Moreover, El Greco, coming from Crete, an 

island of faith, he really believed - he was a true iconographer 

in the Greek or Russian meaning of the term, a great religious 

painter. He meant it. El Greco's rapturous faith makes his 

paintings feel like records of visions - actual personal 

experiences of the saints and the Divine.  

Detail of The Adoration of the 

Shepherds 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 

1 

 

 

 

 
 

2 

 
 

 

3 

 
 

  

4 

10thSunday of  

Luke 

8:30am Orthros 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

7pm 19th Annual 

Christmas Musicfest 

5 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

6 

 

Saint Nicholas 
Feast Day 

celebration in 

Northridge 
11:00am Bible 

Study w/Fr. John 

7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 
 

9 

 

 

   
  

10 
  

 

 
 

 

  

11 

 

 

11thSunday of   

Luke 

8:30am Orthros 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

12 
 

 
 
 

Saint Spyridon 

9:00am Orthros 

10:00am Liturgy 

13 

 

 
 
11:00am Bible 

Study w/Fr. John 

14 
  

 

 
 

 

15 
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

16 
 

 

17 

 
 
 

18 
  

 

 

Sunday before the 

Nativity 

8:30am Orthros 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

19 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

20 
  

 

 

 

 

11:00am Bible 

Study w/Fr. John 

21 
 

 

 

 
 

22 

 
 

 

23 
 

 

 
 

 
 

24 

 

 
Christmas Eve 

Vesperal 

Divine Liturgy 

4:00pm 

25 

 

The Nativity of our 

Lord God and Savior 

Jesus Christ 

8:30am Orthros 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

26 
 

 

 

 
 

27 
 

 

 

Saint Stephen 

the First Martyr 

9:00am Orthros 

10:00am Liturgy 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

29 30 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 Strict Fast   Fish Allowed Wine and Oil   

Allowed 

Dairy, Eggs, 

and Fish            

Allowed 

Fast Free 
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