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THE DEAN’S MESSAGE 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT OF TIME  

A very successful and highly respected local businessman 

tells about the greatest Christmas gift he ever received.  He 

was a youngster when one Christmas, he discovered a box 

under the Christmas tree with his name on it.  The box was 

from his dad.  “It was so light” he said about the weight of the 

box itself, and I couldn’t imagine what might be on the inside.  

At first I thought what might be on the inside.  Then I thought it 

might be some money, but I knew better, because we were 

very poor at that time and didn’t have any money to share.  I 

could hardly wait, “he said” until Christmas Day when I could 

open up the gift from my dad and see what it was.  Finally 

Christmas Day came.  Inside the box he found a note, just a 

simple note, that’s all.  But what that note said meant 

everything in the world to him. 

 

This is what the note said,  “Dear Son:  This year I will give 

you three hundred and sixty five hours of my time and my 

undivided attention, one hour every single day right after 

dinner.  It’s yours!  We’ll talk about what you want to talk 

about.  We’ll go where you want to go.  Or, if you wish, we’ll 

play what you want to play.  But it will be your hour and my 

hour together and it’s what I want to give you for Christmas 

this year”.  “My dad not only kept that promise” the 

businessman said, “but he renewed it every year.  It’s the 

greatest Christmas gift I ever received and now that he’s dead 

and gone, it’s more precious to me than ever”.   

 

Dear brethren in the Lord.  As you begin to think about the 

bundle of gifts you will place under your Christmas tree this 

year, think about the most precious gift you can give to your 

family and most especially to your children and grandchildren.   

 

This is not to say that you should not give material gifts, but it 

is a way to teach them an important lesson of the value of 

personal interaction with others …..time.  More and more of 

our youngsters are addicted to the electronic and social 

media.  Instead of time interacting with parents, family and 

friends, and person to person, many cuddle up to their 

electronics devices, unable to hold meaningful face to face 

conversations and relationships.  That is why the most life-

changing and soul-enhancing gift is your gift of time.  In our 

day and age, time is indeed more precious than gold, more 

elusive than a dream.  It is a gift everyone can give.  Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ gave us the gift of His time by 

entering time as a baby in Bethlehem.  The gift of His time 

allows us to have our personal moments with Him in prayer 

and fellowship.  It gives us spiritual intimacy.   

 

I pray that under your Christmas tree you will place a large 

wrapped box of time certificates.  Shower your family with 

these gifts and make Christmas a reality every day of the 

coming year. 

 

Merry Christmas 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 
 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Dean 
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PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Christmas is approaching and with it the end of 2017. On 

behalf of the Saint Sophia Parish Council, I would like to wish 

a Happy and Joyful Christmas to all of you.  I hope to join you 

in celebrating our December Liturgies and activities including 

our 20th Annual Christmas Music fest under the Byzantine 

Dome (December 3rd), AHEPA Christmas Party (December 

10), V.I.P. Christmas Party, Christmas Bake Sale (December 

17) and St. Sophia Folk Dance’s New Years’ Eve 21st Annual 

Glendi.  

 

At Christmas we remember that God has come near to us in 

Jesus Christ, our ‘Emmanuel’. It is a time when we are 

reminded of the hope that we experience through the coming 

of our Savior. At this special moment in time, there is a focus 

in the news on the many problems facing us in the country 

and in the Church. Many people feel burdened with financial 

and other worries that just won’t go away. However, we must 

not forget that Christ came to save us, and so whatever 

difficulties we face at this present time, we should not despair. 

 

The heart of the Christmas story is that in Jesus ‘God has 

visited his people’. Let us make him welcome. I pray for all 

that the grace of the Christmas message will brighten our 

lives, renew our faith and strengthen our bonds of friendship. 

May the Peace of Christ dwell in our hearts throughout 

December and into the New Year.  I again want you to know 

what an honor it has been to be President of the Parish 

Council and Community.  I pledge my continuing help and 

support for our next President and Parish Council members, 

and of course, to Saint Sophia Cathedral and Community. 

 

Imagine a world where all people truly did their best to love 

and empower each other. Imagine if a significant number of 

the people on this planet truly did their best to live by these 

simple words. You can choose to become one of those 

people right now. You can choose to make your life and our 

world a better place. It is fully possible. There are people of all 

races, religions, and beliefs around the globe already 

committed to living by these or similar ideals. Let us then 

choose with an open mind and heart to add to their numbers.  

Let us choose every day of our lives to do what's best for all, 

to open to divine guidance, to accept and find compassion, 

and to love and empower ourselves and all around us to be 

the best that we can be. 
 

Some words for all of us to reflect upon:  (Author unknown) 
 

I asked God to take away my pain. God said, No, it is not for 
me to take away, but for you to give it up.  
 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God said, 
No, her spirit was whole, her body was only temporary.  
 
I asked God to grant me patience. God said, No, patience is a 
by-product of tribulations. It isn't granted, it is earned.  
 
I asked God to give me happiness. God said, No, I give you 
blessings. Happiness is up to you.  
 
I asked God to spare me pain. God said, No, suffering draws 
you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to me.  
 
I asked God to make my spirit grow. God said, No, you must 
grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you fruitful.  
 
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. God said, No, I will 
give you life so that you may enjoy all things.  
 
I ask God to help me LOVE others, as much as he loves me. 
God said... Ahhhh, finally you have the idea.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Brent A. Noyes, Parish Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP FAMILIES NOVEMBER 2017 

* Life Members Endowment Fund   +Blessed Memory 

Believe and Belong through Christian Stewardship 

When making out your will, please include our Saint Sophia Cathedral in you estate and financial  planning 

$8,000 To $9,999 

*Chacopulos, Mrs. Patty 

 

$650 To $999 

Achlatis, Mr. Efstratios 

Anonymous (4) 

Georgopoulos, Mr. & Mrs. Dean 

Kostas, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry 

Paras, Mr. Gus 

Spanos, Dr. & Mrs. George 

 

OTHER  

Topetzes, Ms. Joanna 

Docents 

We have  a ministry at St. Sophia Cathedral that most people are not aware of. It is the Docent Ministry. St. Sophia Cathedral is 

a Historic Landmark for the city of Los Angeles.  There are several people and groups that come during the day to see the 

Cathedral, learn about it and our religion.   

 

The Cathedral is open Tuesday thru Friday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. There are 2 docents per day who welcome the visitors, 

share information and answer questions. Docents are present from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

 

If you are interested in becoming part of this ministry, please contact either the Cathedral office at 323-737-2424 or Angela 

Ananias at 562-695-7234. You need only to devote 2 hours per month.   

No experience is necessary. We have all the information you need to know and I, Angela will be with you at the beginning until 

you are ready to do it on your own. You will be partnered with a knowledgeable and experienced docent.  

 

Look forward to hearing from you soon! 

PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving Day with family and friends. 

 

December is upon us and the busy season starts. There is only one event in December.  Please read below and make sure that 

you make your reservations as soon as possible. We have a great program for you.   

 

The delicious food, prepared by our chef Niko Begakis, beautiful arrangements and fellowship with friends will bring to all of us 

the spirit of Christmas. 

 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 we will have our famous VIP Christmas Party. It will take place in the Maniatakos Hall at        

11:30 am.  Donation $25.00.  Co-chairs are Angela Ananias and Vickie Deryiades.  For Reservations call Vivi Demopoulos at 

310-215-3130 and mail your check to her at 7485 McConnell Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90045.  

  

In His service 

 

Angela Ananias 

1st Vice President 
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

 

 

 

 

The Philoptochos Society of  

Saint Sophia Cathedral  

wishes you God’s many blessings 

 and good health this Holiday Season. 

May your Christmas be Merry and your New Year’s be Joyful  

with family and good friends! 

 

Please remember to mark your calendar 

Saturday, January 27
th
 

You are invited to join us for an exciting Epicurean Journey with Chef Peter Minakis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of cookies are needed for the reception following the Christmas Concert Sunday, December 3, 2017 

 

If you can provide cookies please reply to this email or you can email Virginia Noyes 

ginoyes@aol.com 

 

All cookies should be delivered to the church kitchen Saturday or Sunday by 5pm.     

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 

If you have forgotten to pay your 2017 dues, please stop by the Philoptochos table. Men are also invited and welcomed to join 

our organization. The MORE members we have, the MORE service we can provide to those in need. Last year we had 202 paid 

members. Perhaps there was an oversight on your part…but we are still hoping to get at least 202 or MORE paid members by 

the end of 2017! Please do your part! This is a wonderful and dedicated philanthropic group of women who serve the church 

and dedicated to serving those in need. We need your support.  
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Sophia Philoptochos Christmas Gift Giving Opportunity 

  Donate Gifts or Gift Cards or make a Donation 

 
As the holiday season is upon us and we find ourselves nearing the end of 

another year through your generosity Saint Sophia Philoptochos will be 

providing Christmas gifts to families living in Los Angeles County who are 

affected by poverty, homelessness and domestic violence. 

 

For more than 43 years, the East Los Angeles Women's Center, under the 

direction of our own Barbara Kappos, has been a beacon of hope for families, 

transitioning them from crisis to stability. 

 

During this season we reach out to our loving community and ask for donations 

of new unwrapped toys, clothing, gift cards and/or other items for mothers and 

their children. 

 

Your gifts will help bring joy and hope to families in need. 

 

Please bring your unwrapped gifts to church and place them in the boxes 

provided by Philoptochos in the coffee hour at the Philoptochos table. 

 

If you require additional information you may contact Christina Peratsakis or 

Virginia Noyes at Saint Sophia, 323-737-2424 

 

Thank You 

tel:(323)%20737-2424
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MINISTRIES 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

               Very Reverend Father John S. Bakas, Dean   Chris Kolentsas, Assistant Priest 

Jim Kollias, Choir Director               Mario Lazaridis , Protopsaltis          Michael Kontaxis, Assistant Psaltis 

                        Christopher Yokas, Organist                                              James Karatsikis, Sexton 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CUSTODIAL STAFF 

John Kopatsis, Huffington Center Executive Director  

Jessica Benitez, Admin. Assist. , Angela Kim, Accountant 

Oscar Castro, Mauricio Mira, Alejandra Villasenor, Devin Smith 

Custodians 

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Officers                                                                              

George E. Preonas, President 

Dr. James A. Demetriou, Vice President & C.F.O. 

Gig Kyriacou, Vice President 

Constantine M. Boukidis, Secretary 

Tina Callas, Treasurer 

Members                                                                                 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Timi Loomos Freshman , Alek 

Haidos, Steve Hanna, Diane Sakellaris Lapa, Tony Natsis, 

Brent Noyes, John Peterson, Jean Paul-Wardy, Jim Zaferis 

Presidential Appointments                                                            

Andrew J. Demetriou, Foundation General Counsel 

Nicholas Manolelis, Associate 

Trustees Emeriti 

Nicholas Bissias, Andrew Evangelatos, John T. Pappas 

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS                  

Executive Officers                                                             

Brent Noyes, President                                                              

Anna Yallourakis, Vice President 

Jeanine Hanna, Co-Treasurer  

Peter Cosfol, Co-Treasurer 

Dinah Wellington, Secretary                                                                              

Members                                                                                

Angela Ananias, Bertha Angels, Maria Baltazzi, 

Costa Bargeliotis,  Glenn Lianos, Bill Striglos,  

Karen Sarames, Paris Yatskar 

Auditing Committee                                                           

James Boltinghouse, Anthony Demetriou,  

Phillip Ruhl, Pete J. Cazacus 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY                                                 

Executive Officers                                                                              

Judith Christopoulos, President 

Christina Peratsakis, 1st VP 

Jan Pastras, 2nd VP 

Virginia Noyes, Recording Secretary 

Mary Tassop, Corresponding Secretary 

Mary Gallanis, Treasurer 

Connie Cooper, Assistant Treasurer 

           

Members                                                                                   

Dorothea Ales, Anna Aronis, Mary-Kay Demetriou, Dina 

Demetrius, Alexia Itzigsohn, Olga Jordan,  Constance 

Manders, Sophie Mastor, Marianna Politis, Jayne Poullos, 

Patricia Skeriotis, Allison Stavaridis  

ALTAR BOYS                                

Chris Halekakis                                         

BASKETBALL                                  

Gig Kyriacou & Paul Cooper                      

BIBLE STUDY                                  

Very Rev. Father John Bakas                                                                               

BOOK STORE                                  

William Striglos                                   

CHILD CARE                                          

Kathy & Marsha Zagorianos                                          

CHOIR                                                                        

Jim Kollias                                                         

COFFEE HOUR                               

Ann Pappas                                          

Georgia Vasila                                

DOCENTS  

Angela Ananias                                                                                                

 EASTER PICNIC                               

Ted Pappas                                          

GREEK DANCE GROUPS                              

Barbara Kappos  

Eleni Constantine Manolelis 

Demitra Koutsos 

HELLENIC ENTERTAINMENT 

COOPERATIVE 
Dina Demetrius                             

HELLENIC ACADEMY                    

Alex Oxyzoglou 

John Kopatsis 

 HOSPITALITY                                

Niki Korbakis                                                   

Maria Pelargos                                         

L.A. GREEK FEST                                  

Parish Council 

Executive Board 

MR. & MRS. CLUB                         

Dean & Christine Peratsakis   

ODOS “The Way”                           

Helen Lambros                                      

PARENTING                                   

Nick Stefanidis                             

Barbara Kappos                                      

PHILOPTOHOS V.I.P.                    

Mersy Loukaris, President  

SAINT  SOPHIA CAMP                     

Melanie O’Regan                     

Jack Stumpus (Golf Event)  

Tony Mastor  (Tennis Event)                                            

Mary-Kay Demetriou (Tennis 

Event)           

SUNDAY  SCHOOL                         

Eleni Yokas                                     

YOUTH                                            

V. Rev. Father John S. Bakas 
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MEMORIALS  

EPISTLE READERS 

BAPTISMS  

December 30  George Orlofsky son of Sam    

    Orlofsky and Thalassa Balanis 

    Sponsors: Christina Apostolakis   

    and Nikolas Balanis 

December 3 TBA 

December 10  Dean Peratsakis 

December 17  Sophie Anastas  

December 24  John Holloway  

December 31   Jonas Metin  

December 3 

John Hronis (20 years) 

Virginia Burns (11 years)    

Fred Burns, Jr.  (2 years) 

December 17 

Sophoula (6 years)   

Jose 

Demetrios 

Demetrios 

Fani 

Demetrios 

Ekatarini 

Konstantino 

Anna Masouras 

Christos Masouras 

Sam Masouras 

George Masouras 

December 24 

Louis Loukaris (20 years) 

Lucas Loukaris 

Efstratios 

Despina   

Stavros   

Hariklia   

Efstratios   

Myrsini   

Fotios   

Hariklia   

Myltiadis   

Marika   

Gina   

Litsa   

Symeon Zagorianos 

December 10 

Lucas Loukaris (40 days) 

Louis Loukaris  

James S. Drulias 

Penelope Caiopoulos Batanides 

Andrew Kyriaco 

Steve Cosfol (26 years) 

Panayiotis Korbakis 

Georgia Korbakis 

Eleni Phinos 

Andreas Phinos 

George Rumanes  

(1 year) 

Basile Aronis 

Mary Aronis 

Melina Margaret Aronis 

Stacy Rasmusen 

Ray Rasmusen 

Gus Constance 

Margaret Constance 

John Tassop 

Pauline Tassop 

Ernie Tassop 

Nicholas Tassop 

Lola Gialketsis 

George Gialketsis 

Penny Kostarellos 

Dorothy Garvey 

John Garvey 

Sam Hakim 

Rena Poulos (40 days) 

George J. Poulos (40 years) 

Sophia Angelos  

Marie Mina Angelos 

James Angelos  

Eftychios Psaltiras (1 year) 

Among the spirits of the 

righteous perfected in 

faith, give rest, O Savior 

to the souls of your 

servants... 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross+art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WxhpahvQ6YzBLM&tbnid=8AC19MLdHoeYrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inartstudio.com%2Findex_files%2FPages%2FCrossWall1.htm&ei=DIn2UeS7AeTAigL90YHADA&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc
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spits the image into multiple scenes. The events depicted on 

these scenes were not simply historical events, but live events 

that were participated in as the community celebrated the 

liturgy. The unifying theme was the liturgical events of the 

Feast of the Nativity which the community celebrated. In the 

center of the image is a cave. At the opening of the cave Mary 

is pictured lying down. She has just given birth, but instead of 

facing her child, she turns away. Jesus is wrapped in a cloth 

that resembles burial clothes seen around Lazarus, just a few 

icons to the right. He is also placed in a manger that looks 

much more like a burial box than a crib. Jesus’ death can 

already be felt. The Incarnation was an acceptance of human 

mortality and frailness.  

Theotokos turns in sorrow from the death of her son. Around 

the manger are an ox and a donkey. The animals indicate the 

cosmic dimension of salvation. The whole world finds its hope 

in Christ, and all of Creation is groaning for His revelation. The 

cave is black and shaped like a womb. Jesus is clothed in 

white. This stark contrast of color draws us to see Christ as 

the light of the world, incarnated into a universe in desperate 

need of illumination. This theme is deepened by the decent of 

divine life in a ray that moves through the center of the 

canvas. The ray of light splits midway to Christ, into three 

rays, reminding us that the incarnation was a Trinitarian 

action.  

The magi are position in the upper left corner. Their gestures 

up into the sky tell us that they have not yet discovered the 

Christ child. The focus on the Magi in Orthodox faith is not on 

their gift giving but in their discovery of the light of Christ 

through the light of the star. Their attention in this icon 

emphasizes this focus. The Magi are depicted as an old man, 

a young man, and a middle-aged man. This emphasizes that 

they are symbols of all humanity being drawn into the dawning 

light of Christ.  

In the bottom corner midwives wash the Christ child. This is 

done in a basin that looks very much like a baptismal font. 

This account does not appear in the scriptures. These two 

women appear as figures assisting in a baptism by washing 

Christ, an indication that at the time that the icon was painted 

By John Kopatsis 

Aside from the Christmas tree, the most recognizable symbol 

of Christmas is the Nativity scene. Whether it’s a plastic 

scene set up in a public park or a group of elementary school 

students clothed in tunics and fake beards, the Nativity is a 

warm reminder of how God humbly entered our physical 

world. The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the most 

joyful days of the Orthodox Church. It ranks next to the 

greatest holiday, the Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the 

Birth of Jesus is also known as the "Incarnation of Christ," 

meaning that Jesus became a man and came into the world 

to save us.  

The theological significance of the Nativity of Jesus has been 

a key element in Christian teachings, from the early Church 

Fathers to 21th century theologians. In Christian theology the 

Nativity marks the incarnation of Jesus as the second Adam, 

in fulfillment of the divine will of God, undoing the damage 

caused by the fall of the first man, Adam. Saint Paul viewed 

the birth of Jesus as an event of cosmic significance which 

brought forth a "new man" who undid the damage caused by 

the fall of the first man, Adam. Just as the Saint John the 

Apostle view of Jesus as the incarnate Logos proclaims the 

universal relevance of his birth, Saint Paul’s perspective 

emphasizes the birth of a new man and a new world in the 

birth of Jesus. 

The artistic depictions of the Nativity are based on the 

narratives in the Bible, in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, 

and further elaborated by written, oral and artistic tradition. 

Nativity icons and art, on the other hand, are specifically 

illustrative and include many narrative details. They are a 

normal component of the sequences illustrating both the Life 

of Christ and the Life of the Virgin. The traditional icon style of 

the Nativity of Jesus Christ is from the 15th century and 

attributed to Andrei Rublev. It depicts the Creator of the 

universe entering history as a newborn baby. This icon of the 

Nativity also shows the effect of this event on the natural life 

of the world.  Andrei Rublev (born in the 1360s, died in 1428 

in Moscow) is considered to be one of the greatest medieval 

Russian painters of Orthodox icons and frescos. He was a 

monk in the Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra Manastery, near 

Moscow. In 1405 Rublev decorated icons and frescos for the 

Cathedral of the Annunciation of the Moscow Kremlin, in 

company with Theophanes the Greek and Prokhor. 

Theophanes was an important Byzantine master, who moved 

to Russia and trained Rublev. In Rublev's art two traditions 

are combined: the highest asceticism and the classic harmony 

of Byzantine mannerism. The characters of his icons are 

always peaceful and calm. His art came to be perceived as 

the ideal of Eastern Church painting and of Orthodox 

iconography. 

In a significant analysis of Rublev’s Nativity icon Bill Kangas 

describes the icon composition as a compilation of a number 

of Gospel scenes all in one panel. Unlike many icons that 

synthesize the Gospel accounts into a single scene, Rublev 

NATIVITY OF JESUS 

Detail from the Nativity Icon 
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star. Beside her bed sits a hooded figure, apparently an older 

woman, holding a baby. In the background is a huddle of 

resting cows, suggesting that the setting is a barn or stable. 

There is something familiar about the set-up — baby, young 

mother, farm animals — but it may take a while to notice 

certain details. The head of the woman on the bed is encircled 

by an area of darker yellow, which forms a sort of halo, and 

the baby’s head is similarly ringed with green. A subsidiary 

figure standing in the shadows has an odd protuberance, 

which looks a little like a wing. Then we realize that this is a 

painting of a most unusual kind for Gauguin: the Tahitian 

Nativity. It was painted in 1896, with the title inscribed at the 

bottom left of the canvas: Te tamari no atua, which means 

roughly in Tahitian: “The Child of God.” But why should 

Gauguin have produced such an unexpected image of what 

might seem, for a dissolute adherent of the avant-garde, such 

a surprising subject?  

There is a touch of Joseph Conrad’s Kurtz about Gauguin’s 

last years, descending into the heart of darkness. As the art 

historian Belinda Thomson has put it, however, “If Gauguin 

was something of an immoralist, he was also something of a 

moralist.” He once painted a self-portrait in which he wears a 

halo, but grasps the satanic serpent from the Garden of Eden 

between two fingers like a cigarette. His imagination was filled 

with Catholic imagery and doctrine, and had been from an 

early age. At eleven he had become a boarder at the Petit 

Seminaire de la Chapelle-Saint-Mesmin, near Orleans. There 

Gauguin underwent what he called “the theological studies of 

my youth.” He was taught by the Bishop of Orléans himself, 

Félix-Antoine-Philibert Dupanloup, an influential campaigner 

for religious education. The Bishop’s instruction shaped the 

young artist’s mind and lingered in Gauguin’s inner worlds, so 

that in later life, even if he was living an irreligious life and had 

lost his faith, instinctively, instantaneously such images would 

come into his consciousness. The Tahitian Nativity is one of a 

sequence of Gauguin’s religious paintings including the Last 

Supper, the Agony in the Garden, the Fall of Man and his 

masterpiece, Where Do We Come From? What Are We? 

Where Are We Going? 

Tahitian Nativity 

the Orthodox had moved toward nearly all baptisms being 

done with infants. 

Next to the midwives, in the bottom left corner, is Joseph. This 

depiction is inspired by the account in the Gospel of Saint 

Matthew of Joseph’s struggle to remain committed to Virgin 

Mary in spite of his own fears and concerns. This image 

shows Joseph struggling with his doubts, which are 

personified by an old man as the Devil talking to him. He 

seems to be accusing Mary of infidelity.  Joseph presents us 

with a unique image of faith. His rational mind still can’t 

understand the incarnation, but he moves forward in faith and 

love.  

Two sets of angels are included. The set on the left contains 

three angels, while the one on the right appears to have three 

but a fourth emerges between the halos of the two that are 

standing upright.  The right set has three standing upright and 

one bending down to speak to shepherds. This composition 

indicates two separate actions, one is the pronouncement to 

the shepherds as the other three seem to be in conversation 

with one another. One of three standing the angels on the left 

set is clothed in a red robe and the other in the blue robes of 

Christ, and the third in a bright red, the same color as 

Theotokos couch. This red color represents the fire and 

energy of the Holy Spirit, which is seen at work though God’s 

intervention throughout the festal cycle.  In an image where 

the scale of the figures is clearly not a primary concern, 

Rublev takes special care to make sure all three figures in his 

sets are drawn with the same dimensions, showing the 

coequal dignity of the three persons. They underscore the 

Trinitarian orchestration of these events and offer a reminder 

of the divinity of Christ which is still maintained in spite of the 

lowliness of the incarnation.  

Around the cave there is growth sprouting from the rocks. This 

is not coincidental. The liturgical Apolytikion for the Forefeast 

on the Eve of the Nativity states that the tree of life “has 

blossomed from the Virgin in the cave” and those that eat of it 

“shall live.” Sheep are pictured eating of the plant at the 

bottom of the icon. They don’t appear to be the sheep of the 

shepherds on the right. Instead these sheep seem to be the 

flock of the good shepherd, Christ. Another tree grows, 

seemingly, from the waters of the font. This is simultaneously 

the tree of life and the cross. The viewer is reminded of both 

the drowning and resurrection found in baptism. 

Rublev’s icon of the Nativity closely reads the Gospel 

accounts, and brings relevant themes and images to life. It is 

deeply rooted in the traditions of the Church, incorporating Old 

Testament imagery, liturgical hymns and prayers, and images 

from the broader interpretive tradition.  

When considering the universality of the compositional 

elements of the Nativity scene, it is not surprising that a 

famous post-impressionist painter Paul Gauguin (1848–

1903), used the same elements to create a painting of a most 

unusual kind. In Gauguin’s painting a young Polynesian 

woman lies outstretched on sheets of a soft lemon yellow. 

She is wrapped in deep blue cloth, decorated with a golden 
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DECEMBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 1 

 
 

2 

3 

 

 

14th Sunday of Luke 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30 am Studies in Faith 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

4 
 

 

St. Barbara the 

Great Martyr 

 

9:00am Orthros 

10:00am Divine  

Liturgy 

5 
 
 
11:00am Bible 
Studies w/  Fr. John  
 

7:00pm Safe 
Landings Class w/ Fr. 
Chris   

6 
 

St. Nickolas the 
Wonderworker 

9:00am Orthros 
10:00am Divine 
Liturgy 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 

10 
 

10th Sunday of Luke 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30 am Studies in Faith 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

11 
 

12 
 

St. Spyridon  the 

Wonderworker 

9:00am Orthros 

10:00am Divine  Liturgy 

 
11:00am Bible Studies w/  
Fr. John  

13 14 15 

 

16 
 

17 
  

 

11th Sunday of Luke 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30 am Studies in Faith 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

18 

 

 
 
 

  

19 
 

 

 

 
 

20 21 

 
 

22 
 

 

23 

 
 

24 

 

Sunday before 

Nativity  

8:30am Orthros 

9:30 am Studies in Faith 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

25 
 

The Nativity of Our 

Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ 
 

9:00am Orthros 

10:00am Divine  

Liturgy 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

26 

 
 
 

 

27 

 

28 
 

 

29 30 

 

31 

Sunday before 

Ephiphany 

8:30am Orthros 

9:30 am Studies in Faith 

9:45am Memorials 

10am Divine Liturgy 

 Strict Fast   Fish Allowed Wine and Oil   

Allowed 

Dairy, Eggs, 

and Fish            

Allowed 

Fast Free 

Saint Stephen, 
Archdeacon 
and the First  

Martyr  
 

9:00am Orthros 
10:00am Divine 
Liturgy 
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Saint Sophia Greek Cathedral 

Greek Orthodox Community 

1324 South Normandie Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90006 

Phone  

323 737 2424 

E-mail  

office@stsophia.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stsophia.org 

Place address label here 

 


