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THE DEAN’S MESSAGE 

THE REAL PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

If you ask most people the question “What is the purpose of 

the church”? You will get very many different answers.  As we 

enter the post Easter season and once again our spiritual 

awareness is more keenly challenged.  I pray that the 

following story will stimulate thought and reflection among us 

so that we can fully realize why our Lord Jesus Christ 

established the Church. 

 

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there 

was once a crude little life-saving station.  The building was 

just a hut, and there was only one boat but the few devoted 

members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no 

thought for themselves went out day and night tirelessly 

searching for the lost. Some of those who were saved and 

various others in the surrounding area wanted to become 

associated with the station and give of their time and money 

and effort for the support of its work.  New boats were bought 

and new crews trained.  The little life saving station grew.   

 

Some of the members of the life-saving station were unhappy 

that the building was so crude and poorly equipped.  They felt 

that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first 

refuge of those saved from the sea.  They replaced the 

emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the 

enlarged building.  Now the life-saving station became a 

popular gathering place for its members, and they decorated it 

beautifully and furnished it exquisitely, because they used it 

as a sort of club.  Fewer members were now interested in 

going to sea on life-saving missions, so they hired lifeboat 

crews to do this work.  The life-saving motif still prevailed in 

this club’s decoration, and there was a symbolic life boat in 

the room where the club initiations were held. About this time 

a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crew 

brought in boatloads of cold, wet and half-drowned people.  

They were dirty and sick and some of them had black skin 

and some had yellow skin.  The beautiful new club was in 

chaos.  So the property committee immediately had a shower 

house built outside the club where victims of shipwreck could 

be cleaned up before coming inside.   

 

“At the next meeting, there was a split in the club 

membership.  Most of the members wanted to stop the club’s 

life-saving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to 

the normal social life of the club.  Some members insisted 

upon life-saving as their primary purpose and pointed out that 

they were still called a life-saving station.  But they were 

finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save lives of 

all the various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those 

waters, they could begin their own lifesaving-station down the 

coast.  They did.” 

 

 “As the years went by, the new station experienced the same 

changes that had occurred in the old.  It evolved into a club, 

and yet another life-saving station was founded.  History 

continued to repeat itself, and if you visit that seacoast today, 

you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore.  

Ship wrecks are frequent in those waters, but most of the 

people drown!” 

 

Our Orthodox Church was established by our Lord to be a life 

and soul saving station.  Its “job description” is clearly 

articulated I   n the Holy Scriptures, the creed and all of our 

Holy Traditions. Outside of proclaiming and living-out the 

mandates of our Lord all other activities are only secondary in 

importance and meant to support the Gospel message.  That 

is why at every Baptism the Gospel verses read include the 

following command of Jesus: “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always to 

the close of the age” ..Amen. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Dean 
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PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGE 

JUNE 

June, the first month of summer. School is out. The days are 

longer. We are half-way through the year. A good time to 

reflect on how things are going. The invitation being to count 

your blessings so far. Remind yourself that your glass is half-

full. As we get caught up in the day-to-day running of our 

lives, this is an easy one to lose sight of, though so important 

to do. 

 

What are the blessings that have already started filling your 

glass this year?  

 

To name a few for me, it is the blessing of good health. The 

blessing of supportive friends and colleagues. The blessing of 

my mother’s love, of the time I can spend with my thirty-three-

month-year-old godson (who now calls me Nouna, which fills 

my heart with such joy.) I am not claiming that so far this year 

has been all warm embraces. There have been several not so 

great days, not so great moments, like all of us experience at 

one time or another. However, what is valuable is how I, or 

anyone, reacts during those ’not so great’ times that shape 

how one sees their glass, half-empty or half-full, ergo, 

whether life seems like a blessing or a curse. I know that how 

I look at things today will directly impact the way I see 

tomorrow and the rest of the year. What helps to keep 

perspective is prayer and crediting each blessing as an 

answered prayer. There is our plan, and then there is God’s 

plan. I find that life tends to work better when I am in service 

of His plan. Every day, I bow my head to ask, where shall I 

go? Whom should I meet? What should I say and do?  

 

Another set of words, a prayer that I love is The Prayer of 

Saint Francis.   

 

O Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace!  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is discord, harmony; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light, and 

Where there is sorrow, joy. 

Oh, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 

consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

It is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  

 

There are perfect prayers and favorite prayers. For me, this 

prayer is both. It calls out that in everything there is a blessing 

if only you look for it through the eyes and heart of the Lord  

 

May blessings abound in your life now, for the rest of the year, 

and always. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Maria Baltazzi, Parish Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP FAMILIES MAY 

* Life Members Endowment Fund +Blessed Memory 

Believe and Belong through Christian Stewardship 

When making out your will, please include our Saint Sophia Cathedral in you estate and financial  planning 

$10,000 - $14,999 

Kolokotrones, Mr. & Mrs. James 

 

$8,000 To $9,999 

+Caras, Mr. & Mrs. Chris W. & Joan  

 

$4,000 To $5,999  

Doumak, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

 

$2,000 To $3,999 

Kafatos, Drs. Menas & Susan 

 

$1,000 To $1,999 

Fossati, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

June, Mr. & Mrs. Rod 

Morrison, Mrs. Mary 

Stephanou, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

 

$650 To $999 

Anonymous (4) 

Arvanitis, Mr. & Mrs. Danny 

Bozonelis, Ms. Lia 

Eliopoulos, Mr. and Mrs. Nick 

Kousakis, Ms. Katherine 

Nezis, Ms. Mary 

Olivar, Ms. Michele 
 

OTHER 

Arvanitis, Mr. & Mrs. Komnas 

Klapsis, Mr. & Mrs. Christos 

Saigh, Mr. Mark & Suchy, Mrs. Mara 

Veracka, Mrs. Virginia 

 

*=Life Members Endowment Fund 

+=Blessed Memory 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

The clergy of St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral will be offering a Young Adult Bible Study open to the ages of thirty and 

under.  Our first class will begin on Wednesday May 16
th
 2018.  As a young priest I know that our young adults are in great need 

of understanding the Old and New Testament.  I ask that you please join us on the journey of understanding the verses written in 

the Holy Bible.   

 

Day: Wednesday Evenings  

Time: 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Structure: 40 minutes of group reading followed by a 20 minute discussion of the texts. 

Required Text: The Orthodox Study Bible (For sale in the Saint Sophia Bookstore) 

Attire: Casual 

Goals: 

• Become more conversant about the roots of Christianity 

• Expand Bible Knowledge with commentary from Christian teachers of the first millennium 

“When the road looks rough ahead, remember the Man upstairs and the word Hope.  Hang onto 

both and tough it out.” 

-John Wayne- 

With respect and love in Christ the Lord, 

Father Christopher Kolentsas 
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6:00 pm -  10:00 pm 



June 2018 Page 6 

 

 

"SAINT SOPHIA SR. BOYS WIN THE 2018 GOBL 

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP!" 

Congratulations to our Saint Sophia Sr. boys basketball team for winning the 2018 Greek Orthodox Basketball League 

Championship!  Our team faced tough competition all season and throughout the playoffs from the seven other competing 

Greek Orthodox parishes. In the finals, our Sr. boys played against St. Anthony, who were last year's defending 

champions.  Through excellent coaching, great teamwork and the Lord's grace Saint Sophia was victorious! A special thanks 

to Father Chris Kolentsas for his pre-game prayers and words of encouragement and to all of the snack volunteers for making 

the season a successful one. 

 

Pictured from left to right are coach George Marcopulos, Stefanos Koutsos, Hugo Aviles II, James Sarantas, Taso Marcopulos, 

Andreas Papoutsis, Matthew Manneh, Matt Drivas, Julian Lianos, Jake Kyriacou, and Fr. Chris Kolentsas.  

 

Congrats to all of our 2018 Basketball All Stars: 

Jr. Boys: Matt Drivas & Taso Marcopulos 

Sr. Girls: Sophia James & Antonia Klima 

Sr. Boys: Taso Marcopulos & James Sarantes 

Four-Circles-of-Orthodoxy Award: Barbara Lyons 

 

Thanks again for a great year and for the dedication and effort by our coaching staff; Sr. Girls head coach Louis Anastas and 

assistant coach Nicholas James. Special recognition to our JOY team (non-league players under 12-yrs old) and their coaches, 

Teddy Daily and Dan Kirages and to our snack concessions coordinators Cynthia Spears and Nicole Pantazis-Pitsos.  The Saint 

Sophia league representative is Paul Cooper.  Anyone interested in having their children play for Saint Sophia next year please 

contact Paul  at (818) 266-3017.  
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

 

BESSIE GALLANIS POLITIS a most dedicated and hardworking woman and mother!!! It was a beautiful and very successful 

event on May 12th as we honored all Mothers; the dedicated Christian women who serve and keep our families together. A 

special thank you to Bessie’s family for their generosity and ALL the kind donors that made our event so successful! Thank you 

to Virginia Noyes and her wonderful committee and special recognition to Marianna Politis for all her tireless efforts to make 

sure everything was in place for the Philoptochos Mother’s Day Luncheon. This annual event is a major fundraiser, which allows 

Philoptochos to support our many programs and aid to those in need. Thank you to everyone who supported and/or attended 

the event. We had over 350 guests in attendance!!! Please note a correction in the Mother’s Day Luncheon Program Book on 

Page 15 in the highest donor category >>>ESPRESSO: From all of us at Pegasus Foods. 
 

Congratulations to Philoptochos Mother of the Year Bessie Gallanis Politis! 

 

Our GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING on Sunday, May 20th STRENGTH, CONDITIONING AND NUTRITION Presented by our 

very own, Fr. Chris Kolentsas was very well received and attended. The audience was engaged and involved in Father Chris’ 

presentation with his previous work experience and education in this field. We thank you, Father, for teaching us how to stay 

more healthy and fit! 

 

Watch for an announcement about our next General Assembly Meeting later in June. Everyone is always welcome to attend our 

meetings and dine with us. 

 

THANK YOU to GEORGIA KEZIOS and her committee for presenting the beautiful 2019 Debutante Ball Information Lunch & 

Meeting on May 20th. Many lovely young ladies, representing several Greek Orthodox Churches in Southern California, were 

present and enjoyed the afternoon. The SAINT SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS DEBUTANTE PRESENTATION BALL will be held 

on Sunday, January 20, 2019 at the Four Seasons Beverly Wilshire Hotel. Interested young ladies who will be high school 

juniors and seniors (aged 16 and older) should contact the Presentation Ball Chair,  Georgia Kezios (562)822-2229. Young 

ladies of our sister churches are invited to become a debutante.  Please pass out the word.  Georgia needs their names and 

contact numbers. The Debutante Ball is always an exciting and beautiful event for all families and friends! 

 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS Clothing Drive – May 27- June 17th 

Clean out your closets and give away your clean and nice pieces of clothing and accessories…What would you wear to a job 

interview? That is exactly the type of clothing Philoptochos is looking for in order to deliver to DRESS FOR SUCCESS for 

distribution to their clients. Your fabulous suits and other professional apparel could provide low income job seekers with the 

confidence to enter or return to the workplace, make a great first impression and obtain a job that could change their lives. 

 

*WATCH for our BACKPACK LUNCHEON in JULY* 

 

MEMBERSHIP 2018 

If you are interested in joining our good works and philanthropy…this is the true meaning of Philoptochos, then please send in 

your membership as soon as possible.  Membership donations are a small way that everyone can do their part.  Philoptochos 

chapters depend on donations to further the good works that are commanded by our Lord and Savior. Remember, we honor 

and welcome memberships from husbands and male friends as well.   Please send in your membership donations to Jan 

Pastras: 1547 Hayworth Avenue, #102, Los Angeles, CA 90046; janpastras@gmail.com  or you may bring them to church on 

Sundays. Thank you to all those who have generously responded to this call!  We now have nearly 170 paid members.  We are 

hoping for 200 plus members!!!  

 

Did you remember your dues?  

Visit us on Sundays at the Philoptochos Table during Coffee Hour to learn more. 



June 2018 Page 8 

 

 

MINISTRIES 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

               Very Reverend Father John S. Bakas, Dean   Chris Kolentsas, Assistant Priest 

Jim Kollias, Choir Director               Mario Lazaridis , Protopsaltis          Michael Kontaxis, Assistant Psaltis 

                        Christopher Yokas, Organist                                                James Karatsikis, Sexton 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CUSTODIAL STAFF 

John Kopatsis, Executive Director  

Jessica Benitez, Admin. Assist. , Angela Kim, Accountant 

Oscar Castro, Mauricio Mira, Alejandra Villasenor, Devin Smith 

Staff 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY                                                 

Executive Officers                                                                              

Judith Christopoulos, President 

Christina Peratsakis, 1st VP 

Jan Pastras, 2nd VP 

Virginia Noyes, Recording Secretary 

Mary Tassop, Corresponding Secretary 

Mary Gallanis, Treasurer 

Connie Cooper, Assistant Treasurer 
           

Members                                                                                   

Dorothea Ales, Anna Aronis, Mary-Kay Demetriou, 

Dina Demetrius, Alexia Itzigsohn, Olga Jordan,  

Constance Manders, Sophie Mastor, Marianna 

Politis, Jayne Poullos, Patricia Skeriotis, Allison 

Stavaridis  

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Officers                                                                              

George E. Preonas, President 

Dr. James A. Demetriou, Vice President & C.F.O. 

Gig Kyriacou, Vice President 

Constantine M. Boukidis, Secretary 

Tina Callas, Treasurer 

Members                                                                                 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Maria Baltazzi, Timi Loomos 

Freshman, Steve Hanna, Diane Sakellaris Lapa, Tony 

Natsis, John Peterson, Jean Paul Wardy, Jim Zaferis  

Presidential Appointments                                                            

Nicholas Manolelis, Associate 

Trustees Emeritus 

Nicholas Bissias, Andrew Evangelatos, John T. 

Pappas, Alek Haidos 

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS                  

Executive Officers                                                             

Maria Baltazzi, President                                                              

Glenn Lianos, 1st Vice President 

Peter Cosfol, 2nd Vice President 

 Angela Ananias, Treasurer  

Dinah Wellington, Recording Secretary 

Bertha Angels, Corresponding Secretary                                                                              

Members                                                                                

Bill Striglos; Costa Bargeliotes; Daniel Settelmayer;  

Dean Peratsakis, Jeanine Hanna; Paris Yatskar;  

Tonifaye Palomares 

Anna Yallourakis,  Associate Member 

Auditing Committee                                                           

James Boltinghouse, Anthony Demetriou,  

Phillip Ruhl, Pete J. Cazacus 

ALTAR BOYS                                

Chris Halekakis                                         

BASKETBALL                                  

Gig Kyriacou & Paul Cooper                      

BIBLE STUDY                                  

Very Rev. Father John Bakas                                                                               

BOOK STORE                                  

William Striglos                                   

CHILD CARE                                          

Kathy & Marsha Zagorianos                                          

CHOIR                                                                        

Jim Kollias                                                         

COFFEE HOUR                               

Ann Pappas                                          

Georgia Vasila                                

DOCENTS  

Angela Ananias                                                                                                

 EASTER PICNIC                               

Ted Pappas                                          

GREEK DANCE GROUPS                              

Barbara Kappos  

Eleni Constantine Manolelis 

Demitra Koutsos 

HELLENIC ENTERTAINMENT 

COOPERATIVE 

Dina Demetrius                             

HELLENIC ACADEMY                    

Alex Oxyzoglou 

John Kopatsis 

 HOSPITALITY                                
Niki Korbakis                                                   

Maria Pelargos                                         
L.A. GREEK FEST                                  

Parish Council 

Executive Board 

MR. & MRS. CLUB                         
Dean & Christine Peratsakis   

ODOS “The Way”                           
Helen Lambros                                      

PARENTING                                   
Barbara Kappos                                      

PHILOPTOHOS V.I.P.                    
Angela Ananias, President  

SAINT  SOPHIA CAMP                     
Melanie O’Regan  

Kathleen Kyriacou                    
Stephanie Lubian  

(Co-Chair Golf Event)   

Nick Ananias  

(Co-Chair Golf Event)   

Tony Mastor (Tennis Event)                                            
Mary-Kay Demetriou  

(Tennis Event)           

SUNDAY  SCHOOL                         
Eleni Yokas                                     

YOUTH                                            

V. Rev. Father John S. Bakas 
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MEMORIALS  

EPISTLE READERS 

BAPTISMS  

June12 Michele Olivar daughter of Luciano Olivar and Teri 

  Olivar 

  Sponsors: Angela Ananias 

June 16 Mia Maheras daughter of Tom Maheras and  

  Viviana Maheras 

  Sponsors: Dimitri Houndalas 

 

June 3 Isaiah Wellington  

June 10 Nick Manolelis 

June 17 John Kopatsis  

June 24 Dan Kirages  

June 3 

Georg (10 years) 

Shannon (10 years) 

John   

Marika   

Andreas   

Evgenia   

Goldie   

Thalia- 6 weeks   

Stephen   

Dorothea     

Christoforo     

Eleni   

Stavro   

George   

Panagiota   

Basili   

Dimitrios   

Elizabeth   

George   

Basili   

Gabriel   

Adeeb   

Basiliki   

Anthepe   

Mosko   

John   

Anna   

Rahlia   

Antonia   

John   

John   

Clifford   

Father Elias   

Father Theotokis Pappas 

Tana   

Sophocles Katehakis (40 days) 

Theodora  Naoumovitch  

(6 months) 

Harry Christopher James  

(1 year) 

Polyxene "Jennie" George  

(31 years) 

Steven Aristotle Chakiris, Sr   
(50 years)  

June 10 

Marina (4 years) 

Yioryios   

Angeliki   

Sprithon   

Aristithis   

Cristos   

Virginia   

Nicholaos   

June 24 

Zoe Chakiris (11 years) 

Stephanie Chianis (2 years) 

Ioan   

Elena   

Stan   

Hristu   

Artimon   

Evdochia   

Gheorghe   

Sofia   

Octavian   

Mihai   

Varvara  

Ion  

Maria  

Teodosia  

Dorin  

Alexandru  

Paula  

Marcela 

Theodore  Stringos 

Mary Stringos 

Bessie Stringos 

Helen Stringos-Arias 

Clarence Colyer 

Among the spirits of the 

righteous perfected in 

faith, give rest, O Savior 

to the souls of your 

servants... 

WEDDINGS 

June 9 Eleni Demos and Brandon Cyprus 

  Koumbaros: Anastasios Mirisis and Vasiliki   

  Papagermanos 

June 16 Kristyne Hanberg and Peter Mitchell  

  Koumbaros: Alex Mitchell 

June 30 Sarah Chistolini and William Ballas 

  Koumbaros: Ernie Giapapas and Kristin Begakis 

  Pelargos 
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PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 

June is upon us and half of the year is gone. The VIPs have been very active the last few months. I hope we will be able to 

continue doing so.   

 

I would like to thank Vivi Demopoulos, chair person for our Senior Citizen Luncheon. She did an excellent job with the help of 

her co-chair Mary Gallanis. We had almost ninety people in attendance as we honored Mr. & Mrs. Gaianoulis. I would also like 

to thank Mary Kezios for the programs, Mersy Loukaris for reservations and all the other women who help tirelessly to make the 

event such as success. 

 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 we will be going to the Reagan Library in Simi Valley. The bus and the price of admission for the 

Library is $40.00, but your board decided to charge you only $30.00 per person and the VIP will pay the difference. Lunch will 

be on your own. There is an eating facility at the Library. Please make your reservations with Mary Morrison at 818-500-0904.  

Make checks payable to Philoptochos VIP and mail them to Mary Morrison, 1325 Valley View Rd #201, Glendale CA 91202.  

This event is in high demand so make your reservations as soon as possible.  Please be at the church by 9:00  am as we will be 

departing from the church by 9:30 am and return by 4:00 pm. 

 

There will be no events in July and August  so people can take their vacations. A letter will be sent out to all VIP members by 

next month with more information on events for the rest of the year. 

 

Happy Summer to all. 

Thank you for participating in these events.   

In His service, 

 

Angela Ananias 

President 

For over two decades, Father John Bakas has walked the city streets surrounding Saint Sophia Cathedral with a trash picker in 

one hand and a trash bag in the other.  He has picked up items as small as gum wrappers to as large as living room sofas.   

Over the past twenty years Father John has taken the time to involve his assistant priests in the effort to clean our 

neighborhood, the Byzantine Latino Quarter.  Handfuls of priests have left this Cathedral to serve in other communities, and they 

all have greatly benefited from serving our neighborhood community. 

At this time, we the clergy of St. Sophia Cathedral are calling upon each and every abled bodied parishioner of St. Sophia 

Cathedral to assist us with cleaning our city streets.  We ask that you please consider joining the team that has been 

affectionately named “The Picker’s Brigade.”   

In addition to meeting in small cleanup groups on the third Sunday of every month our community will be holding a large scale 

street cleaning to close out the academic year.  Our entire community is invited to partake in this event.  Aprons, rubber gloves, 

trash bags and pickers will be provided.  Lunch will also be provided at the close of the street clean.   

Date: 6-02-18 

Arrival Time: 9:30 am 

Arrival Place: In front of Huffington Center 

Cleanup Start Time: 10:00 am 

Cleanup Finish Time: 11:30 am 

Lunch Time/Discussion: 12:00 pm-1:00 pm. 

“Commit thy works unto the Lord and thy thoughts shall be established (Proverbs 16:3.”) 

THE PICKER’S BRIGADE 
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Apostles are celebrated on the same day. We find that not 

only are they celebrated on the same day, but icons of Saints 

Peter and Paul portray these two major Apostles embracing 

each other. 

Historically, the reason why the Church combined the feast 

day of the two Apostles into one was that according to early 

Church Tradition they were both martyred in Rome and on the 

same day. Early Church tradition says that they were both 

executed during Nero’s persecution. Peter was crucified 

upside down because he said he was not worthy to be 

sacrificed in the same manner as Christ at the time of the 

Great Fire of Rome in the year 64. Because of his Roman 

citizenship, Saint Paul was beheaded. The date of Paul's 

death is believed to have occurred also after the Great Fire of 

Rome. In 2002, an eight-foot long marble sarcophagus, 

inscribed with the words "PAULO APOSTOLO MART" ("Paul 

Apostle martyr") was discovered during excavations under the  

By John Kopatsis 

On June 29 of every year the Orthodox Church celebrates the 

feast day of Saints Peter and Paul. They are both pillars of the 

Church, Apostles, and martyrs whose unique personalities 

and experiences have made decisive and permanent 

contributions to the Body of Christ. When we look at the lives 

of these two great Apostles, we do not see people who made 

no mistakes or who were rich, famous, or without problems. 

These were real human beings who fell short, repented, grew 

over time in their understanding, and faced such opposition 

that both suffered capital punishment at the hands of the 

Romans. They gained absolutely no worldly advantages by 

their faithful ministry, but their selfless service strengthened 

the Church in ways too numerous to count.  We are here 

today as Orthodox Christians because of what God did 

through them and so many other Apostles, martyrs, and 

evangelists across the ages. One may ask why these two 

Saint peter and SAINT Paul 

continued on the next page 
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the new Mannerist movement, a group who disavowed the 

mere imitation of nature in art, and instead sought to express 

the underlying psychological and spiritual aspects of a work 

beyond its mythological or religious themes. These concepts 

informed a body of work that is deeply evocative of the Divine 

and universally noted for manifesting the spirituality that lay 

beneath all being.  

El Greco completed the work of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 

painting between 1590 and 1600 when he was living in 

Toledo. The figure on the left can be identified as Saint Peter. 

In the Gospels, Peter is one of the first disciples that Jesus 

calls upon. El Greco included the keys of heaven in this 

painting, seen in the left hand of Peter as described in the 

Gospel of Matthew when Jesus said to Peter, “And I also say 

to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven." On the 

right of the painting is Saint Paul depicted holding a sword, a 

symbol of his martyrdom for his Christian beliefs.  

The disagreement 

that Saint Peter 

and Paul had 

been in is hinted 

at in the greeting 

with their hands, 

which cross 

without actually 

touching. The 

older Peter, on 

left, is gesturing 

towards Paul, 

suggesting a sign 

of surrender in the 

disagreement.  

The painting is 

enriched by 

modern use of 

color, the fruit of 

the lessons the artist had learned in Venice. El Greco created 

a sense of a saintly halo around the heads of the Saints by 

providing an intense blue opening in the magnificent scene of 

clouds behind them. This work demonstrates the great 

narrative and chromatic wealth of the Cretan master's art.  

The two Apostles disagreed about whether Gentile converts 

should abide to the laws of Moses. They disagreed, but they 

reconciled. Here we see them reconciled and in harmony. The 

folds of their respective clothes and the depiction of their arms 

suggest a combination of the two figures. However, there is 

also in the painting a separation between the two figures. 

Separate and individual but united in a common faith and 

common purpose. The spiritual message of this painting is 

that when the Church is ruled by the Holy Spirit tensions of 

this kind can be overcome. 

Altar of the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls on the Via 

Ostiensis. In June 2009, Pope Benedict XVI announced 

excavation results concerning the tomb. The sarcophagus 

was not opened but was examined by means of a probe, 

which revealed pieces of incense, purple and blue linen, and 

small bone fragments. The bone was radiocarbon-dated to 

the 1st or 2nd century. According to the Vatican, these 

findings support the conclusion that the tomb is Saint Paul's. 

Theologically, the reason why the feast day of these two great 

Apostles of our Church was combined into one was to show 

that even though their ministerial vision was not the same, yet 

both were necessary and even complemented each other. 

During their lifetime they disagreed greatly as to how to 

receive new Gentile converts into the newly established 

Christian faith. As Gentiles began to convert to Christianity, a 

dispute arose among Christian leaders as to whether Gentile 

converts needed to observe all the tenets of the Law of 

Moses. Specifically, it was debated whether Gentile converts 

needed to be circumcised or observe the Jewish dietary laws. 

In Galatians 2.11, Saint Paul tells us of a disagreement he 

had with Saint Peter: “But when Cephas (Peter) came to 

Antioch I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned.” Saint Peter believed that converts firstly had to 

fulfil the requirements of the Jewish law before they could 

become Christians whereas Paul was a strong advocate of 

the position that Gentiles need not be circumcised nor 

observe dietary laws. Paul left Antioch and traveled to 

Jerusalem to discuss his mission to the Gentiles with the 

Christian "pillars of authority." Describing the outcome of this 

meeting Acts of the Apostles describes the dispute as being 

resolved by Peter's speech and concluding with a decision by 

James the brother of Jesus not to require circumcision from 

gentile converts, but they would only be expected to adhere to 

a set of imperatives which, according to the Talmud, were 

binding on all of humanity. 

According to early Church Tradition, Peter and Paul taught 

together in Rome and founded Christianity in that city. 

Eusebius, the 4th-century bishop of Caesarea, in the Church 

History (Ἐκκλησιαστικὴ Iστορία) work giving a chronological 

account of the development of Early Christianity from the 1st 

century to the 4th century cites Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth in 

about 171 as saying, "They taught together in like manner in 

Italy, and suffered martyrdom at the same time." This 

indicates their reconciliation. In 2 Peter 3:16, Paul's letters are 

referred to as "Scriptures", which indicates the respect the 

Peter had for Paul's apostolic authority. 

The central theme of the meeting of Saint Peter and Paul in 

Antioch is depicted in the Saint Peter and Saint Paul painting 

by El Greco. El Greco's life and work were marked by a deep 

underlying devotion to God. Compelled as a young man to 

become an artist, he mastered a longstanding tradition of 

Byzantine icon art in Crete, yet by the time he eventually 

settled in Spain his inspiration was also largely drawn from 

the burgeoning Renaissance. He became vastly interested in 

continued from the previous page 
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JUNE 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  1 2 

3 

 
 

Sunday of All 

Saints  

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

4 5 

 
 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

6 7 8 9 

10 
 

2nd Sunday of St. 

Matthew 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

11 

 

12 

 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

13 

 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

14 
 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 
 

3rd Sunday of St. 

Matthew 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

18 19 
 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

20 
 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

21 

 

22 23 
 

 

24 
 

 

Nativity of the 

Forerunner John 

the Baptist 

8:45 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 am Divine 

Liturgy 

25 
 

 

26 
 
 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

27 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

28 29 30 

Synaxis of the  

Twelve Holy 

Apostles 

8:45 am Orthros 

9:45 am  Divine 

Liturgy 

  
 

 

 Strict Fast   Fish Allowed Wine and Oil   

Allowed 

Dairy, Eggs, 

and Fish            

Allowed 

Fast Free 
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