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ASSISTANT PRIEST MESSAGE 

ST. MOSES 

The life of St. Moses the Black illustrates how the great saints 

of our faith, just like many of today’s saints, may have a dark 

past.  Regardless of what wrong we have done in the past we 

can, at any time, make a turn for the better and focus on living 

for Christ. 

Moses was a servant to a government official in Egypt who 

dismissed him for thievery and suspected murder.  Moses 

was a large, imposing and dangerous man that later became 

the leader of a gang of bandits who roamed the Nile Valley 

bringing terror and violence to its inhabitants.   

On one occasion, a barking dog prevented Moses from 

carrying out a robbery, so he swore vengeance on the owner. 

Weapons in his mouth, Moses swam the river toward the 

owner's hut. The owner, again alerted, hid, and the frustrated 

Moses took some of his sheep to slaughter.  

Attempting to hide from local authorities Moses the bandit 

took shelter with some monks in a colony in the desert of 

Wadi El Natrun, then called Scetes, near Alexandria. The 

dedication of their lives, as well as their peace and 

contentment, influenced Moses deeply. He soon gave up his 

old way of life, became a Christian, was baptized and joined 

the monastic community at Scetes. 

Moses had a rather difficult time adjusting to regular monastic 

discipline. His flair for adventure remained with him. Attacked 

by a group of robbers in his desert cell, Moses fought back, 

overpowered the intruders, and dragged them to the chapel 

where the other monks were at prayer. He told the brothers 

that he did not think it is Christian to hurt the robbers and 

asked what he should do with them. The robbers themselves 

repented and joined the community as brothers afterwards.  

Moses was zealous in all he did, but became discouraged 

when he concluded he was not perfect enough. Early one 

morning, Saint Isidore, abbot of the monastery, took Moses to 

the roof and together they watched the first rays of dawn 

come over the horizon. Isidore told Moses, "Only slowly do 

the rays of the sun drive away the night and usher in a new 

day, and thus, only slowly does one become a perfect 

contemplative. 

Moses proved to be effective as a prophetic spiritual leader. 

The abbot ordered the brothers to fast during a particular 

week. Some brothers came to Moses, and he prepared a 

meal for them. Neighboring monks reported to the abbot that 

Moses was breaking the fast. When they came to confront 

Moses, they changed their minds, saying "You did not keep a 

human commandment, but it was so that you might keep the 

divine commandment of hospitality."  

Moses became the spiritual leader of a colony of hermits in 

the Western Desert. Later, he was ordained a priest.   

At about age 75, about the year 405 AD, word came that a 

group of Berbers planned to attack the monastery. The 

brothers wanted to defend themselves, but Moses forbade it. 

He told them to retreat, rather than take up weapons. Citing 

that a violent death was the appropriate death for a former 

robber -- "all who take the sword will perish by the sword"—he 

opted to remain behind. He was joined by seven others, and 

they were together martyred by the bandits. 

The saints of the Church are not born as great saints.  

Athletes are not born with the capability of qualifying for the 

Olympic Games.  Becoming a great athlete takes years of 

dedication.  The saint of the Church never goes into 

retirement.    

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Christopher Kolentsas 

Assistant Priest 
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PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBER 

Gosh, already coming into the ninth month of the year.  

 

Time for Labor Day, Back-to-School, as well as when we 

remember the day that shook our country, 9/11. Actually, I 

have been looking forward to writing this month’s message 

because it is a significant month in my relationship to St. 

Sophia.  

 

In 2001, I had already been coming to this church for some 

time. Slipping in and out, only long enough for liturgy. My 

mom and dad were living in Cleveland, and I started coming 

to the church to be with them “in spirit.” Eventually, the church 

became more than my initial intention, it became a safe 

haven, a place of solace. It was a place where Los Angeles 

no longer existed, where I was transported to another world. It 

was a place where I could think. It was a place that felt oddly 

familiar to me, even though at the time, I did not know 

anyone. It was a place that soothed me. St. Sophia comforted 

me in ways I did not expect. 

 

The first Sunday after 9/11 hit, I came to church. It was filled 

like it was Easter, standing room only. We had liturgy as we 

did every Sunday. At the end, we had our usual sermon. 

Candidly, I do not remember what was said, does not matter, 

because it is what happened afterward that still puts a lump in 

my throat today. After the homily, we all stood and sang “God 

Bless America.” The entire church, everyone, wept for the 

state of our country. Up until that point, for me, going to 

church had been a solo journey with everyone else in 

attendance as ambiance. It had always been just me going to 

talk to God, hear the choir, and the sermon. That day was the 

first time I felt, truly appreciated, and was deeply moved by 

the importance of being part of a faith community during times 

of grief. That is when the light bulb turned on that religion as a 

concept is a vessel for hope. Every person, in church, that 

day wanted the same thing, solace, and hope. It was 

palpable, drawing me in like a big comforting hug. It was the 

exact moment in time that opened me to grow in our faith and 

has only become stronger with each passing day and year. It 

was also during this time that I began to see the value of 

having hope, ergo faith, in one’s life. Faith is what gets you 

through the day, through the tough times, through your 

darkest hours, and leads you to the light once again. It gives 

you, well, it does me, a place to put the unexplainable, to feel 

not alone, to feel supported in a way that is so good, so 

loving. It gives me the push I need when things are a bit 

rocky. The impetus to place each foot forward, one after the 

next, knowing, believing, that things will work out when and as 

they should because God has this one covered. 

 

Yes, God is in our midst, and always shall be. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Maria Baltazzi 

Parish Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP FAMILIES AUGUST 2018 

* Life Members Endowment Fund   +Blessed Memory 

Believe and Belong through Christian Stewardship 

When making out your will, please include our Saint Sophia Cathedral in you estate and financial planning 

$4,000 To $5,999  

Beach, Mr. & Mrs. John 

 

$1,000 To $1,999 

Anonymous (1) 

Koukis, Mr. & Mrs. Pandelis 

Skarlatos, Ms. Nikoletta 

 

$650 To $999 

Anonymous (1) 

Chialtas, Mr. George  

Evangelo, Ms. Elena & Mr. Dan Panosian 

Fujiwara, Ms. Elisa 

Korbakis, Dr. Georgia 

Werbeck, Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan 

Williams, Mr. Peter 

 

OTHER  

Choumas, Mrs. Patricia 

Isaris Nauman, Ms. Tina 

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Any of the festival dates, anytime 
 

To sign up please email Jessica Benitez at  

secretary@stsophia.org 

or call 

Vickie Deryiades at  310-279-3722 
 

Leave your name, phone number and email address where you 

can be reached 
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September 13, 2018:  Get together for dancing and exercise by the best person to do the job, our one and only Fr. Chris 

Kolentsas. There will be a light lunch prepared by our own chefs. Donation $10.00 Reservations please call Mersy Loukaris at 

323-661-1592 
 

October 5,6 & 7 2018: The famous Saint Sophia Festival. We need volunteers to help for the preparations. If you have the time 

and you are able to help please call Saint Sophia office at 323-737-2424.  
 

In His service; 

 

Angela Ananias 

VIP President 

PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 

For many years the Hellenic Academy at Saint Sophia Cathedral has taught the Greek Language within a rich cultural 
framework. You are welcome to join our school and experience the warmth of belonging to our community no matter what your 
background. 

Our Hellenic Academy's director, Anna Aronis, is an experienced teacher in Modern Greek education. With a team of 
experienced educators, the school offers a curriculum designed in accordance with the Theoretical Framework for Greek Studies 
in the Diaspora (Greek Ministry of Education). The school implements instruction materials developed especially for students who 
study the Greek language abroad. 

Our classes are held once a week on Saturdays in the Huffington Center, located on the beautiful Saint Sophia Cathedral 
grounds. 

For the academic year, 2018-2019,our program begins on September 15
th
, 2018. 

Please visit our website for Registration and Tuition  (Members in Good Standing will receive a discount) 

http://www.stsophia.org/ministries/hellenic_academy/index.html 

HELLENIC ACADEMY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 Sunday School year.  September 2
nd

 is the first day of classes.  Please take your child to the 

Sunday School area upstairs in the Huffington Center after you have received Holy Communion. There will be teachers helping 

your student find the correct classroom.   

Reminder - Sunday School instruction begins when the students are dismissed from Holy Communion until approximately 

12:15pm. 

If you haven’t yet registered your child, please find Eleni Yokas and she will help you. 

 

Don’t miss September 9
th
, as we will be taking our annual class photographs! 

Sunday, September 16
th 

 Regular Schedule 

Sunday, September 23
rd

 Regular Schedule - Parent/Teacher meeting in General Assembly Room  following the Divine  

      Liturgy and Sunday School 

Sunday, September 30
th 

 Regular Schedule 

Sunday, October 7
th
  NO CLASSES – VOLUNTEER FOR THE FESITVAL! 

Sunday, October 14
th
   Regular Schedule and Narrator sign up for Christmas Pageant 
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MINISTRIES 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

               Very Reverend Father John S. Bakas, Dean   Chris Kolentsas, Assistant Priest 

Jim Kollias, Choir Director               Mario Lazaridis , Protopsaltis          Michael Kontaxis, Assistant Psaltis 

                        Christopher Yokas, Organist                                                James Karatsikis, Sexton 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CUSTODIAL STAFF 

John Kopatsis, Executive Director  

Jessica Benitez, Admin. Assist. , Angela Kim, Accountant 

Oscar Castro, Erick Mendez, Mauricio Mira, Devin Smith,  

Alejandra Villasenor, Staff 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY                                                 

Executive Officers                                                                              

Judith Christopoulos, President 

Christina Peratsakis, 1st VP 

Virginia Noyes, Recording Secretary 

Mary Tassop, Corresponding Secretary 

Mary Gallanis, Treasurer 

Connie Cooper, Assistant Treasurer 
           

Members                                                                                   

Dorothea Ales, Anna Aronis, Mary-Kay Demetriou, 

Dina Demetrius, Alexia Itzigsohn, Olga Jordan,  

Constance Manders, Sophie Mastor, Marianna 

Politis, Jayne Poullos, Patricia Skeriotis, Allison 

Stavaridis  

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Officers                                                                              

George E. Preonas, President 

Dr. James A. Demetriou, Vice President & C.F.O. 

Gig Kyriacou, Vice President 

Constantine M. Boukidis, Secretary 

Tina Callas, Treasurer 

Members                                                                                 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Maria Baltazzi, Timi Loomos 

Freshman, Steve Hanna, Diane Sakellaris Lapa, Tony 

Natsis, John Peterson, Jean Paul Wardy, Jim Zaferis  

Presidential Appointments                                                            

Nicholas Manolelis, Associate 

Trustees Emeritus 

Nicholas Bissias, Andrew Evangelatos, John T. 

Pappas, Alek Haidos 

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS                  

Executive Officers                                                             

Maria Baltazzi, President                                                              

Glenn Lianos, 1st Vice President 

Peter Cosfol, 2nd Vice President 

 Angela Ananias, Treasurer  

Bertha Angels, Recording Secretary 

Dinah Wellington, Corresponding Secretary                                                                              

Members                                                                                

Bill Striglos; Costa Bargeliotes; Daniel Settelmayer;  

Dean Peratsakis, Jeanine Hanna; Paris Yatskar;  

Tonifaye Palomares 

Auditing Committee                                                           

James Boltinghouse, Anthony Demetriou,  

Phillip Ruhl, Pete J. Cazacus 

ALTAR BOYS                                

Chris Halekakis                                         

BASKETBALL                                  

Gig Kyriacou & Paul Cooper                      

BIBLE STUDY                                  

Very Rev. Father John Bakas                                                                               

BOOK STORE                                  

William Striglos                                   

CHILD CARE                                          

Kathy & Marsha Zagorianos                                          

CHOIR                                                                        

Jim Kollias                                                         

COFFEE HOUR                               

Ann Pappas                                          

Georgia Vasila                                

DOCENTS  

Angela Ananias                                                                                                

 EASTER PICNIC                               

Ted Pappas                                          

GREEK DANCE GROUPS                              

Barbara Kappos  

Eleni Constantine Manolelis 

Demitra Koutsos 

HELLENIC ACADEMY                    

Anna Aronis 

John Kopatsis 

 HOSPITALITY                                

Niki Korbakis                                                   

Maria Pelargos                                         

L.A. GREEK FEST                                  

John Kopatsis 

MR. & MRS. CLUB                         

Dean & Christine Peratsakis   

PHILOPTOHOS V.I.P.                    

Angela Ananias, President  

SAINT  SOPHIA CAMP                     

Melanie O’Regan  

Kathleen Kyriacou                     

(Co-Chair Golf Event)   

Nick Ananias  

(Co-Chair Golf Event)                                              

Mary-Kay Demetriou  

(Tennis Event)           

SUNDAY  SCHOOL                         

Eleni Yokas                                     

YOUTH                                            

V. Rev. Father John S. Bakas 
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MEMORIALS  

EPISTLE READERS 

September 2  Karen Scherrer 

September 9  Dan Scherrer 

September 16  Daniel Settelmayer 

September 23 Julian Hanberg 

September 30 Shereen Rabadi 

September 2 

Sotirios Papavasiliou 

Andrew Papavasiliou 

Demetrula Papavasiliou 

Andrew Papavasiliou 

George Chapralis 

Tula Chapralis 

Costa Chapralis 

Anthony Mastor (40 days) 

September 23 

Athanasia Alexopoulos  

(1 year) 

September 9 

Ariadne M. Toczek (1 year) 

Stella Morris (40 days) 

Elaine Nicholas 

John Nicholas 

Evangelia 

Estelle Skouras 

Margaret Moore (1 year) 

Lefkou Christofi (4 years) 

Mihali Christofi (2 years) 

Mary Christine Houghton  

(1 year) 

WEDDINGS 

September 22  Christianna Kyriacou and Speros Mantas 

     Koumbaros: Paul Mantas and  

    Maria Psara 

September  29  Katya Finferanjen and Jeffrey Hutson 

    Koumbaros: Waseem Finferanjen and  

    Eliana Janini 

September 29  Tina Fine and George Travlos  

    Koumbaros: Sam Travlos, Jerry Travlos, 

    Daniel Fine 
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Saint Sophia Philoptochos welcomes you to the New Eccleasiastical Year of 2018-19! 

 

We look forward to another exciting year of programs, speakers and events to engage our church community.  We hope you 

will make every effort to join us for nice monthly lunches offered at General Assemblies followed by enlightening presentations 

and programs to better understand wellness issues and the world around us. 

 

Please join us SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
th

 at 12:30pm (immediately after Liturgy) Maria Maniatakos Room for a nice lunch 

followed by an interesting presentation, FireSmart/Emergency Preparedness from MySafeLA. 

 

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Anat Louis of MySafe LA.  Dr. Anat Louis is a committed and passionate advocate for older 

adults, persons with disability and their family members. She works to improve services, opportunities and living condi-

tions available to them and their families. Dr.Anat comes with in-depth understanding and knowledge of resiliency, social de-

terminants of health, loneliness and isolation, continuum of care, health promotion and disease prevention education, and 

community outreach and resources. She earned a Doctorate Degree in Clinical Psychology from California School of Profes-

sional Psychology and an undergraduate degree from UCLA. 

 

Currently Dr. Louis is consulting with MySafeLA, a non-profit organization recognized state wide for their fire and life safety 

awareness and education programs focused on creating resilient communities. 

 

Please contact Dorothea Ales 661-678-0641 or email: alesd@att.net for lunch reservations at $10 per person. Everyone is wel-

comed to attend! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2019 

DEBUTANTE PRESENTATION BALL 

Presented by Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society 

We have 18 lovely young ladies from communities throughout Southern California  

who will be presented that evening.  We invite you to attend.  

More information to come in the following months. 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP 2018  

We welcome you to join us and become a member in good standing. 

Membership donations are a small way that everyone can do their part.  Philoptochos chapters depend on donations to further 

the good works commanded by our Lord and Savior.  Remember, we honor and welcome memberships from husbands and 

male friends as well.    
 

Visit us on Sundays at the Philoptochos Table during Coffee Hour. 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

mailto:alesd@att.net


September 2018 Page 14 

 

 

immediately ordered the idolatrous temple, which had been 
there erected, to be destroyed, and the very earth on which it 
stood to be removed. When the tomb, which had been so long 
concealed, was discovered, three crosses were seen buried 
near the Lord's Sepulchre. All held it as certain that one of 
these crosses was that of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that the 
other two were those of the thieves who were crucified with 
Him. Yet they could not discern to which of the three the Body 
of the Lord had been brought nigh, and which had received 
the outpouring of His precious Blood. But the wise and holy 
Macarios, the president of the city, resolved this question in 
the following manner. He caused a lady of rank, who had 
been long suffering from disease, to be touched by each of 
the crosses, with earnest prayer, and thus discerned the virtue 
residing in that of the Savior. For the instant this cross was 
brought near the lady, it expelled the sore disease, and made 
her whole”. According to Theodoret, "Saint Helen had part of 
the cross of our Savior conveyed to the palace. The rest was 
enclosed in a covering of silver and committed to the care of 
the Bishop of the city, whom she exhorted to preserve it 
carefully, in order that it might be transmitted uninjured to 
posterity." 

Agnolo Gaddi was a Florentine 
painter and the son of Taddeo 
Gaddi, one of the foremost 
pupils of Giotto. He continued 
the Giotto tradition but modified 
it still further in the direction of 
decorative elegance. Agnolo's 
works include frescoes on The 
Story of the Cross in the 
Chancel Chapel of Santa Croce 
in Florence painted in 1385-
1387. Although Agnolo's 
portrayal was derived from a 
collection of the 13th century 
legends known as the Golden 
Legend, the compositional and 
narrative qualities of the Finding 
of the True Cross frescoe is, 
nevertheless, considerable. 
Saint Helen is observing the 
excavations as the True Cross 

is unearthed along with the crosses of the two thieves that are 
also discovered. Agnolo's figures derive their essentially static 
style from Taddeo Gaddi's frescoes, although his own hand is 
evident in their elongated, elegant poses, their grouping to 
suggest volumes in the landscape, and their placement in full, 
open spaces. Throughout the frescoes there are examples of 
compellingly individualized facial features which suggest that 
they were drawn from life. The individual scenes are suffused 
with light which enhances the solidity of buildings and 
landscape features against the dark background. The cool 
pale colors of the costumes are lighter than in earlier frescoes, 
lending the entire cycle a vivacity commensurate with the 
animation of its figures. These frescoes mark the end of a 
long development of fourteenth-century painting in Santa 
Croce which, beginning with Giotto's frescoes, established 
new ways of realizing narrative. 

By John Kopatsis 

The one symbol most often identified with Jesus and the 
Church is the cross. The cross is today the universal image of 
Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it 
into a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as 
jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It 
stood outside too many city walls, decorated only with 
decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s 
authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to 
Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the 
instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art 
unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after 
Constantine’s Edict of Milan. 

The Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and 
Life-Giving Cross is celebrated each year on September 14. 
The Feast commemorates the finding of the True Cross of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by Saint Helen, the mother of 
the Emperor Constantine. In 325, the twentieth year of his 
reign, the Emperor Constantine sent his mother Saint Helen to 
Jerusalem to venerate the holy places and to find the site of 
the Holy Sepulchre and of the Cross. Relying upon the oral 
tradition of the faithful, Saint Helen found the precious Cross 
together with the crosses of the two thieves crucified with the 
Lord. There are both legends and Holy Tradition regarding the 
finding and the Elevation of the Cross, but there are also 
specific historical accounts: 

Eusebius of Caesarea (Εὐσέβιος τῆς Καισαρείας), 260–339, 
was a historian of Christianity and Christian polemicist. He 
became the bishop of Caesarea Maritima (Παράλιος 
Καισάρεια) about 314 AD. In his Life of Constantine, he 
describes how the site of the Holy Sepulchre, once a site of 
veneration for the Christian church in Jerusalem, had been 
covered with earth and a temple of Venus had been built on 
top. He also mentions that Emperor Constantine ordered in 
about 325–326 that the site be uncovered and instructed Saint 
Macarios, Bishop of Jerusalem, to build a church on the site.  

Socrates Scholasticus (Σωκράτης ὁ Σχολαστικός), 380-439, 
was a 5th-century Christian church historian.  In his 
Ecclesiastical History, gives a full description of the finding. In 
it he describes how Saint Helen, Constantine's aged mother, 
had the pagan temple destroyed and the Sepulchre 
uncovered, whereupon three crosses and the titulus from 
Jesus's crucifixion were uncovered as well. In Socrates' 
version of the story, Macarios had the three crosses placed in 
turn on a deathly ill woman. This woman recovered at the 
touch of the third cross, which was taken as a sign that this 
was the cross of Christ. Socrates also reports that, having 
also found the Holy Nails with which Christ had been fastened 
to the cross, Saint Helen sent these to Constantinople, where 
they were incorporated into the emperor's helmet and the 
bridle of his horse. 

Theodoret of Cyrrhus (Θεοδώρητος Κύρρου), 393-457, was 
an influential theologian of the School of Antioch, biblical 
commentator, and Christian bishop of Cyrrhus (423–457). in 
his Ecclesiastical History, Chapter 17 gives what has become 
the standard version of the finding of the True Cross: “When 
the empress beheld the place where the Savior suffered, she 

THE TRUE CROSS 

Detail from the Finding of 

the True Cross 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   1 
Ecclesiastical New 

Year 

9:00 am Orthros 

10:00 am  Divine 

Liturgy 

2 

 

 

14th Sunday of St, 

Matthew 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

3 

 

 
Campus and 

Office Closed 

Labor Holiday 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 
Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

No Class 
 

6 7 8 
The Nativity of Our 

Most Holy Lady the 

Theotokos and 

Ever-Virgin Mary 

9:00 am Orthros 

10:00 am  Divine 

Liturgy 

9 
 

Sunday before 

Holy Cross 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

10 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 
 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

No Class 

13 
 

 

 

14 

 
The Elevation of the 

Venerable and Life-

Giving Cross 

8:45 am Orthros 

9:45 am  Divine 

Liturgy 

15 

 

16 
 

Sunday after Holy 

Cross 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

17 18 
 

 

19 
 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

20 

 

21 22 
 

 

23 

1st Sunday of St. 

Luke 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

24 
 

25 
 

 

26 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

27 28 29 

30 
2nd Sunday of St. 

Luke 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

  

 Strict Fast   Fish Allowed Wine and Oil   

Allowed 

Dairy, Eggs, 

and Fish            

Allowed 

Fast Free 
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Saint Sophia Greek Cathedral 

Greek Orthodox Community 

1324 South Normandie Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90006 

Phone  

323 737 2424 

E-mail  

office@stsophia.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stsophia.org 

Place address label here 

 

A young college student was traveling in the 

same railway compartment as an elderly man 

who was praying with his Rosary. The young 

man dared to confront him: "Instead of praying, 

why don’t you take the time to learn and educate 

yourself a little more? I can send you an 

instructive book." The old man replied: "Please 

send me the book at this address,” and he 

handed the young man his card. The card read: 

Luis Pasteur, Paris Institute of Science. The 

college student felt quite ashamed. He had 

planned to give advice to the most famous 

scholar of his time, the inventor of vaccines, 

esteemed worldwide and a man of faith.  


