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THE DEAN’S MESSAGE 

I    ME   MY 

Long before modern psychology, sociology and political 

correctness worked their way into our lives and where studies, 

polls, surveys and statistics colored our attitudes, the Holy 

Fathers of the church knew the human soul and heart from 

the inside out.  According to the Fathers, the most diagnosed 

and highlighted illness of our soul and psyche is simply that 

awesome and fearful demon called EGOCENTRICITY; My 

way!  My thing! My feelings, My glory, My wealth, etc.  I, me, 

my, mine so drives human primordial instincts that it is 

extremely difficult to live a balanced and whole Christian life.  

When the person we see in the mirror each morning becomes 

god, then the resulting worship is false and fickle.  

Egocentricity alienates us from the power of God in the Trinity 

and very often alienates us from friends and family.  When 

WE are too self consumed, we make no room for the Holy 

Spirit and love.  We end up filtering out the needs of others 

and trivializing the place of others in the community at large.   

 

This contemporary parable is most applicable to this important 

topic. 

 

A navy captain took command with great pride in his first 

assignment as the captain of a battleship.  One stormy night 

the captain saw a light moving steadily in their direction.  He 

ordered the signalman to send the following message: 

 

“Change your course ten degrees to the south.” 

                        The reply came back, 

                        “Change your course ten degrees to the north.” 

                        The captain was determined not to give way to 

                        another vessel, and so he sent a counter     

           message: 

                        “Alter your direction ten degrees South.  I am  

          the captain!” 

                        The answer flashed back promptly, 

                        “Alter your direction.  I am a lighthouse!” 

There are times when we are like that captain.  Self-will sets 

us on a collision course.  We stubbornly insist on our own way 

until the lighthouse of God’s word penetrates and reveals the 

rocky shore ahead.  

 

And, if we’re smart, we do what the captain must have done.  

We obey. 

 

Obeying God’s word, self emptying through prayer, 

repentance and confession are the only antidotes for this 

crippling spiritual disease.  May we fearlessly look inward and 

like the battleship in our parable, change course before we 

are shipwrecked on the dangerous shores of sin. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Dean 



October 2018 Page 3 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MESSAGE 

OUR FESTIVAL 

Already October! September went by so fast.  

 

Well, the big event for this eighth month of the year is Saint 

Sophia’s 20th Annual LA Greek Festival, October 5th – 7th. 

When I think of the festival, of course, food comes to mind. 

What would a Greek festival be without lamb, moussaka, and 

spanakopita? Or, baklava, kourambiethes, melomakarona? Of 

course, you need to have retsina to go with your meal, Greek 

coffee with the homemade pastries. I am actually listing all the 

things I love to eat and drink. However, what I really look 

forward to is the music and dancing. I think I came out of my 

mother’s womb dancing. To me, few things express the joy of 

life better than Greek dancing. It is so engaging and 

communal. It brings us together. It stirs all the good energy in 

your body, driving out the bad, even if only it lasts while you 

dance. Though I do think it carries on beyond the dance floor. 

I like to think, similar to those who pray together stay together. 

Those who dance together, stay together as well. I think 

Zorba has is right. If you want to feel free and truly alive, just 

dance.  

 

“Is it possible to talk by dancing? And yet I dare swear that’s 

how the gods and devils must talk to one another.” 

~ Nikos Kazantzakis, Zorba the Greek 

 

See you on the dance floor! Opa!  

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Maria Baltazzi, Parish Council President 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

The clergy of Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral will be offering a Young Adult Bible Study open to the ages of thirty and 

under. As a young priest I know that our young adults are in great need of understanding the Old and New Testament.  I ask 

that you please join us on the journey of understanding the verses written in the Holy Bible.   

 

Day: Wednesday Evenings  at 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Structure: 40 minutes of group reading followed by a 20 minute discussion of the texts. 

Required Text: The Orthodox Study Bible (For sale in the St. Sophia Bookstore) 

Attire: Casual 

 

With respect and love in Christ the Lord, 
 

Father Christopher Kolentsas 

Increase your knowledge about our faith at our weekly Bible study class. You'll 

have a chance to ask Fr. John questions and engage in interesting discussions 

with your fellow parishioners in a casual setting. Everyone is welcome to attend 

every Tuesday at 11 am starting October 16 in the Huffington Center 

LIFE IN FAITH STUDIES 
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Assistant Priest Message 

Halloween 

Recently I came across an article published by a Catholic Priest 
regarding the holiday known as Halloween. As the majority of our 
parishioners acknowledge Halloween as purely a secular American 
holiday with no religious affiliation I found it to be important to include 
this article in our monthly herald.   
 

By Father Augustine Thompson, O.P. 

We’ve all heard the allegations: Halloween is a pagan rite dating back 
to some pre-Christian festival among the Celtic Druids that escaped 
church suppression. Even today modern pagans and witches continue 
to celebrate this ancient festival. If you let your kids go trick-or-
treating, they will be worshiping the devil and pagan gods.  
 

Nothing could be further from the truth. The origins of Halloween are, 
in fact, very Christian and rather American. Halloween falls on October 
31 because of a pope, and its observances are the result of medieval 
Catholic piety. It’s true that the ancient Celts of Ireland and Britain 
celebrated a minor festival on October 31–as they did on the last day 
of most other months of the year. However, Halloween falls on the last 
day of October because the Solemnity of All Saints, or “All Hallows,” 
falls on November 1. The feast in honor of all the saints in heaven 
used to be celebrated on May 13, but Pope Gregory III (d. 741) moved 
it to November 1, the dedication day of All Saints Chapel in St. Peter’s 
at Rome. Later, in the 840s, Pope Gregory IV commanded that All 
Saints be observed everywhere. And so the holy day spread to 
Ireland. 
 

The day before was the feast’s evening vigil, “All Hallows Even,” or 
“Hallowe’en.” In those days Halloween didn’t have any special 
significance for Christians or for long-dead Celtic pagans. In 998, St. 
Odilo, the abbot of the powerful monastery of Cluny in southern 
France, added a celebration on November 2. This was a day of prayer 
for the souls of all the faithful departed. This feast, called All Souls 
Day, spread from France to the rest of Europe. 
 

So now the Church had feasts for all those in heaven and all those in 
purgatory. What about those in the other place? It seems Irish 
Catholic peasants wondered about the unfortunate souls in hell. After 
all, if the souls in hell are left out when we celebrate those in heaven 
and purgatory, they might be unhappy enough to cause trouble. So it 
became customary to bang pots and pans on All Hallows Even to let 
the damned know they were not forgotten. Thus, in Ireland at least, all 
the dead came to be remembered–even if the clergy were not terribly 
sympathetic to Halloween and never allowed All Damned Day into the 
church calendar. But that still isn’t our celebration of Halloween. Our 
traditions on this holiday center on dressing up in fanciful costumes, 
which isn’t Irish at all. Rather, this custom arose in France during the 
14th and 15th centuries. Late medieval Europe was hit by repeated 
outbreaks of the bubonic plague–the Black Death–and it lost about 
half its population. It is not surprising that Catholics became more 
concerned about the afterlife. More Masses were said on All Souls 
Day, and artistic representations were devised to remind everyone of 
their own mortality. We know these representations as the “danse 
macabre”, or “dance of death,” which was commonly painted on the 
walls of cemeteries and shows the devil leading a daisy chain of 
people–popes, kings, ladies, knights, monks, peasants, lepers, etc.–
into the tomb. Sometimes the dance was presented on All Souls Day 

itself as a living tableau with people dressed up in the garb of various 
states of life. But the French dressed up on All Souls, not Halloween; 
and the Irish, who had Halloween, did not dress up. How the two 
became mingled probably happened first in the British colonies of 
North America during the 1700s, when Irish and French Catholics 
began to intermarry. The Irish focus on Hell gave the French 
masquerades an even more macabre twist. But as every young ghoul 
knows, dressing up isn’t the point; the point is getting as many 
goodies as possible. Where on earth did “trick or treat” come 
in? “Treat or treat” is perhaps the oddest and most American addition 
to Halloween and is the unwilling contribution of English Catholics.  
 

During the penal period of the 1500s to the 1700s in England, 
Catholics had no legal rights. They could not hold office and were 
subject to fines, jail and heavy taxes. It was a capital offense to say 
Mass, and hundreds of priests were martyred. I wonder if they make a 
Guy Fawkes Halloween mask…Occasionally, English Catholics 
resisted, sometimes foolishly. One of the most foolish acts of 
resistance was a plot to blow up the Protestant King James I and his 
Parliament with gunpowder. This was supposed to trigger a Catholic 
uprising against the oppressors. The ill-conceived Gunpowder Plot 
was foiled on November 5, 1605, when the man guarding the 
gunpowder, a reckless convert named Guy Fawkes, was captured and 
arrested. He was hanged; the plot fizzled. 
 

November 5, Guy Fawkes Day, became a great celebration in 
England, and so it remains. During the penal periods, bands of 
revelers would put on masks and visit local Catholics in the dead of 
night, demanding beer and cakes for their celebration: trick or treat! 
Guy Fawkes Day arrived in the American colonies with the first 
English settlers. But by the time of the American Revolution, old King 
James and Guy Fawkes had pretty much been forgotten. Trick or 
treat, though, was too much fun to give up, so eventually it moved to 
October 31, the day of the Irish-French masquerade. And in America, 
trick or treat wasn’t limited to Catholics. The mixture of various 
immigrant traditions we know as Halloween had become a fixture in 
the United States by the early 1800s. To this day, it remains unknown 
in Europe, even in the countries from which some of the customs 
originated. 
 

But what about witches? Well, they are one of the last additions. The 
greeting card industry added them in the late 1800s. Halloween was 
already “ghoulish,” so why not give witches a place on greeting cards? 
The Halloween card failed (although it has seen a recent resurgence 
in popularity), but the witches stayed. So too, in the late 1800s, ill-
informed folklorists introduced the jack-o’-lantern. They thought that 
Halloween was Druidic and pagan in origin. Lamps made from turnips 
(not pumpkins) had been part of ancient Celtic harvest festivals, so 
they were translated to the American Halloween celebration. 
 

The next time someone claims that Halloween is a cruel trick to lure 
your children into devil worship, I suggest you tell them the real origin 
of All Hallows Eve and invite them to discover its Christian 
significance, along with the two greater and more important Catholic 
festivals that follow it. 
 

Reprinted from Catholic Parent magazine. Copyright 2000. All rights reserved. 

https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/all-saints-day/
https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/all-souls-day/
https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/all-souls-day/
https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/all-saints-day/
https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/all-saints-day/
http://www.osv.com/
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* Life Members Endowment Fund   +Blessed Memory 

When making out your will, please include our Saint Sophia Cathedral in you estate and financial  planning 

STEWARDSHIP FAMILIES SEPTEMBER 2018 

$1,000 To $1,999 

Evangelatos, Mr. & Mrs. +William 

Kountouris Mickelopoulos, Ms. Ruth 

 

$650 To $999 

Antonopoulos, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 

Anonymous (3) 

Apergis, Ms. Irene 

Barnett, Paliobeis, Mr. Sterling & Mrs. Amalia 

Botsford, Mr. Ryan 

Daher-Romans, Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Alexandra 

Farrar, Mr. & Mrs. Bruce 

Florentin, Mr. & Mrs. Ilia 

French, Mr. & Mrs. William 

Hadjioannou, Dr. & Mrs. Arion 

Karamouzis, Mr. & Mrs. Bill 

Sabatakos, Mr. & Mrs. Danagiotis 

Stasinos, Mavromati, Mr. John & Mrs. Eleni 

Tiedemann, Papacosta, Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Eva 

Vakalis, Stergiopoulou, Mr. Athanassios & Mrs. Aikaterini 

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Any of the festival dates, anytime 
 

To sign up please email Jessica Benitez at  

secretary@stsophia.org 

or call 

Vickie Deryiades at 310-279-3722 
 

Leave your name, phone number and email address where you 

can be reached 
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CHOIR MINISTRY 

As we start the new liturgical year, I would like to remind everyone that the choir is always looking for new people to join our 

ministry!   

Do you sing? Did you once sing in college or high school? Did you play an instrument? Do you find yourself singing along during 

liturgy? If you love to sing, we welcome you!   

Although there are a number of experienced singers who have committed to membership in the group, you do not necessarily 

have to be a trained singer or musician to sing with us. Our primary purpose for existence is spiritual – we strive to glorify God 

with our melodic prayer. The choir at Saint Sophia is a ministry that has been a tradition that goes back prior to the opening of 

the cathedral in 1952. We continue this ministry tradition by singing at our Divine Liturgy every Sunday, Holy Week services, 

presenting an annual Christmas Concert (Dec. 2 this year!) and participating in special projects as they come up.  

But...I don’t know Greek! 

While we are a Greek Orthodox Church, we sing at least two Liturgies a month completely in English and the music in Greek is 

also written in phonetics.  

If you are interested, please contact Choir director Jim Kollias at 714-337-7352 or jhkollias@gmail.com 
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MEMORIALS  

EPISTLE READERS 

BAPTISMS  

October 20 Emerson Basconcillo son of Raymond and     

        Mollie Basconcillo   

        Sponsor: Karen Scherrer 

October 27 Skylar Werbeck daughter of Jonathan and     

        Alexis Werbeck  

        Sponsor: Peter Joseph Bentivegna 

October 27 Loukas Alexandros Burkhardt son of Oliver-     

  Christian Burkhardt and Demetra Markopoulos 

        Sponsors: Nikolaos Alexiou and Efthymia      

        Alexiou  

October 7  Christos Stavropoulos 

October 14 David Poppa 

October 21 Nickolas James 

October 28 Stephanie Katherine Yallourakis 

October 14 

Frances Bissias (1 year) 

Geraldine Kyriaco (5 years) 

Madge Drulias (4 years) 

Michael Peter Ballas (16 years) 

Vasilios Fovos 

Maria Fovos 

John Fovos 

Vasilios Diakos Mihalis 

Michael Fovos 

George Fovos 

Athina Fovos 

Evdoxia 

Nikki 

Costa 

Evdoxia 

Mihali  

Estelle Skouras 

October 21 

Jim Boninos 

Bessie Boninos 
WEDDINGS 

October 13 Karee Higashi and Pavlo Chrysovergis 

        Koumbaros: Panajotis Chrysovergis 

October 20 Penelope Koulos and Christos Kyriazi 

        Koumbaros: Christina Yotides 

Maria 

Paula 

Ethel 

John 

Nick 

Stella Morris 

Helen  

John   

Lucas Loukaris 

Anna Zinelis 

Sotiria Eliopoulos (40 days) 

Leila Valentine Pappas (3 

years) 

October 26 

Lucas Loukaris  

Office Volunteers 

On behalf of our Clergy, Director and Office Staff we want to 

say how much we appreciate the time and dedication you three 

ladies put in the office every week. Jeanine Hanna who 

dedicates three days out of the week in the office. She always 

brings in her Vegetable Chips and Fruits to share. Mersy 

Loukaris who volunteers every Friday and brings her famous 

Chicken Salad for lunch. Also, Vickie Deryiades who loves to 

volunteer and always shares her pastries. 

 

They all do so much and are greatly appreciated! 

 “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: ‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the 
poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 

                                                              — 2 Corinthians 9:7-9 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

 IN HEAVEN 
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MINISTRIES 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral  

               Very Reverend Father John S. Bakas, Dean   Chris Kolentsas, Assistant Priest 

Jim Kollias, Choir Director               Mario Lazaridis , Protopsaltis          Michael Kontaxis, Assistant Psaltis 

                        Christopher Yokas, Organist                                                James Karatsikis, Sexton 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CUSTODIAL STAFF 

John Kopatsis, Executive Director  

Jessica Benitez, Admin. Assist. , Angela Kim, Accountant 

Oscar Castro, Erick Mendez, Mauricio Mira, Devin Smith,  

Alejandra Villasenor, Staff 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY                                                 

Executive Officers                                                                              

Judith Christopoulos, President 

Christina Peratsakis, 1st VP 

Virginia Noyes, Recording Secretary 

Mary Tassop, Corresponding Secretary 

Mary Gallanis, Treasurer 

Connie Cooper, Assistant Treasurer 
           

Members                                                                                   

Dorothea Ales, Anna Aronis, Mary-Kay Demetriou, 

Dina Demetrius, Alexia Itzigsohn, Olga Jordan,  

Constance Manders, Sophie Mastor, Marianna 

Politis, Jayne Poullos, Patricia Skeriotis, Allison 

Stavaridis  

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Executive Officers                                                                              

George E. Preonas, President 

Dr. James A. Demetriou, Vice President & C.F.O. 

Gig Kyriacou, Vice President 

Constantine M. Boukidis, Secretary 

Tina Callas, Treasurer 

Members                                                                                 

V. Rev. Fr. John S. Bakas, Maria Baltazzi, Timi Loomos 

Freshman, Steve Hanna, Diane Sakellaris Lapa, Tony 

Natsis, John Peterson, Jean Paul Wardy, Jim Zaferis  

Presidential Appointments                                                            

Nicholas Manolelis, Associate 

Trustees Emeritus 

Nicholas Bissias, Andrew Evangelatos, John T. 

Pappas, Alek Haidos 

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS                  

Executive Officers                                                             

Maria Baltazzi, President                                                              

Glenn Lianos, 1st Vice President 

Peter Cosfol, 2nd Vice President 

 Angela Ananias, Treasurer  

Bertha Angels, Recording Secretary 

Dinah Wellington, Corresponding Secretary                                                                              

Members                                                                                

Bill Striglos; Costa Bargeliotes; Daniel Settelmayer;  

Dean Peratsakis, Jeanine Hanna; Paris Yatskar;  

Tonifaye Palomares 

Auditing Committee                                                           

James Boltinghouse, Anthony Demetriou,  

Phillip Ruhl, Pete J. Cazacus 

ALTAR BOYS                                

Chris Halekakis                                         

BASKETBALL                                  

Gig Kyriacou &  

Paul Cooper   

BIBLE STUDY                                  

V. Rev. Father John Bakas                                                                               

BOOK STORE                                  

William Striglos                                   

CHILD CARE                                          

Kathy & Marsha Zagorianos                                          

CHOIR                                                                        

Jim Kollias                                                         

COFFEE HOUR                               

Ann Pappas                                          

Georgia Vasila                                

DOCENTS  

Angela Ananias                                                                                                

 EASTER PICNIC                               

Ted Pappas                                          

GREEK DANCE GROUPS                              

Barbara Kappos  

Eleni Constantine Manolelis 

Demitra Koutsos 

HELLENIC ACADEMY                    

Anna Aronis 

John Kopatsis 

 HOSPITALITY                                

Niki Korbakis                                                   

Maria Pelargos                                         

L.A. GREEK FEST                                  

John Kopatsis 

MR. & MRS. CLUB                         

Dean & Christine Peratsakis   

PHILOPTOHOS V.I.P.                    

Angela Ananias, President  

SAINT  SOPHIA CAMP                     

Melanie O’Regan  

Kathleen Kyriacou                     

(Co-Chair Golf Event)   

Nick Ananias  

(Co-Chair Golf Event)                                              

Mary-Kay Demetriou  

(Tennis Event)           

SUNDAY  SCHOOL                         

Eleni Yokas                                     

YOUTH                                            

V. Rev. Father John S. Bakas 
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PHILOPTOCHOS VIP 

I would like to thank Fr. Christopher Kolentsas for an excellent presentation of physical fitness and explanation of the natural 

body poses and movements. As adults we have adopted to unnatural positions that work against us. If we do natural positions, 

we minimize pain. Also, thank you to Irene Metropetros who had us get down on the floor and do our stretching exercises. We 

all had fun and had a great work out. Thank you to all who participated. 

 

Our Saint Sophia Festival is on October 5,6, & 7 and I hope to see you all there. If you are able to help in any capacity, it would 

be greatly appreciated. We need help not only with the food but also the church and the scheduled tours. Let Angela Ananias 

know if you can participate by calling her at 562-695-7234. 

 

Sunday, November 4 — Artoklasia for the VIP for the health of their members and families. 

 

Sunday, November 18 — Thanksgiving Luncheon by the Philoptochos 

 

Tuesday, December 11 — VIP will host their famous Christmas Luncheon at the Maniatakos Hall. We are expecting a famous 

visitor from the North. Chair is Vickie Deryiades, co-chair is Anne Dres. Further details to follow. 

 

Thank you all again for participating in the events. Anyone that would like to be part of the VIP board is welcome. We would like 

to have as many as possible.  

 

In His service, 

 

Angela Ananias 

President 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the lovely ladies of our Board of Directors for preparing the delicious and plentiful Pot Luck Luncheon 

last Sunday for our September General Assembly.  Many of the dishes were hand-crafted by our board members.  We also 

thank Dr. Anat Louis of My Safe LA for the helpful presentation on Fire Safety and preparedness.  She gave us many useful 

and life-saving tips on this topic. MySafeLA.com is a non-profit organization to educate and help our communities with Fire 

Safety, Earthquake Preparedness and more. 

 

Our next  General Assembly will be Sunday, October 21
st

.  We hope you will join us for lunch and another interesting 

presentation.  Please contact Dorothea Ales at 661-678-0641 or email: alesd@att.net for lunch reservations at $10 per person 

in order to accommodate all guests for lunch. Everyone is welcomed to attend! 

 

PASTRY BOOTH – We need volunteers to work at the Philoptochos Pastry Booth.  Please contact Maria Toczek 

mttoczek@gmail.com with the times you can help on Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday. Much gratitude goes out to John 

Kopatsis, his crew and all the booth chairman, helpers and donors!  It truly takes a village to have a successful festival!  YOUR 

HELP IS NEEDED…young or seasoned! 

 

MEMBERSHIP – If you have not yet paid your Philoptochos membership, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible 

BEFORE this year ends.  This is a small way in which you could be involved to help our ministry grow.  We need your support 

to continue our outreach to the needy and those less fortunate. 

 

We are trying to recruit 200 members and more! JOIN THE SAINT SOPHIA PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY and visit our table at 

Coffee Hour on Sundays to learn more about our organization and ministries. Remember, we honor and welcome 

memberships from husbands and male friends as well. 

 

Please contact our new Membership Chair, Maria Toczek, at mttoczek@gmail.com for more information. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2019 

DEBUTANTE PRESENTATION BALL 

Presented by Saint Sophia Philoptochos Society 

We have 18 lovely young ladies from communities throughout Southern California  

who will be presented that evening.  We invite you to attend.  

More information to come in the following months. 

 
Mark your calendars: 
 
 October 13 — Metropolis Gala honoring Dr. & Mrs. James Kallins, Huntington Beach 

 October 21 — Philoptochos General Assembly 

 November 4 —  Human Trafficking Forum at St. Anthony Greek Church  

 November 17 — Light the Path, Long Beach Church -San Francisco Philoptochos Metropolis 

 November 18 — Philoptochos Thanksgiving Luncheon, Maniatakos Ballroom 

 January 20, 2019 – Debutante Presentation Ball, Beverly Wilshire Hotel 

 
 

 

Visit us on Sundays at the Philoptochos Table during Coffee Hour. 

 

mailto:mttoczek@gmail.com
mailto:mttoczek@gmail.com
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Fr. John Bakas and Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to greatly thank Fr. Christopher Kolentsas and 

family for their generous donation to our L.A Greek Festival. We hope that your kind heart serves as an example for others. 

God Bless You!  
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personal explorations. Saint Luke Painting the Virgin and 

Child icon was created during his Cretan period. Together 

with the icon of The Dormition at Syros, this is one of El 

Greco's earliest works. It suffered serious losses but much of 

the paint surface remains intact and legible. It shows Saint 

Luke in the act of painting the icon of Theotokos. El Greco 

kept strictly to the Byzantine canon in the representation of 

the icon on the easel, but he allowed himself greater freedom 

in the rest of the depiction. This icon is a transitional work that 

demonstrates how the artist was seeking to graft Renaissance 

elements on to Byzantine compositions, which led him to the 

creation of a new idiom through the amalgamation of 

Byzantine and Renaissance tradition.  

El Greco painted several series in which Christ and the 

Apostles appear as separate images (Apostolados). El Greco 

included Saint Luke in several of his Apostolates. The Saint 

Luke painting on the cover page is from a cycle for the Toledo 

Cathedral. Of all Christ's disciples that El Greco painted for 

the various Apostolates, the figure of Saint Luke is possibly 

the most attractive. Although Saint Luke was not one of the 

original twelve Apostles, El Greco included him in the series 

for obvious reasons, he is the patron saint of artists. He 

appears dressed in the typical clothing of a craftsman, being 

the patron saint of artists, omitting the usual tunic and cloak of 

the apostles 

worn by 

others such as 

Saint John the 

Evangelist 

and Saint 

Andrew. Saint 

Luke shows 

us an open 

book in which 

we can see an 

image of the 

Virgin and 

Child and in 

his right hand 

he is holding a 

paintbrush. 

The Virgin and 

Child portrait 

looks as 

though it was 

a page in an 

illuminated manuscript, a reference perhaps to El Greco’s own 

past as a miniaturist, the vocation by which he was registered 

in Rome. Saint Luke is completely lost in thought, like an artist 

searching for something in his interior world. The figure is 

silhouetted against a neutral background and is facing 

forwards. The green-yellow color of his outfit is very typical of 

Late Renaissance Mannerism. The bright light hardly casts 

any shadows on the figure and instead illuminates him 

entirely. The reflection of the figure's character has led more 

than one expert to think that it is a portrait and it has been 

suggested that it could be a self-portrait. 

By John Kopatsis 

The Apostle and Evangelist Luke is the author of the 

Gospel of Luke, the companion of the Apostle Paul, and he is 

numbered among the Seventy Apostles. He was of Greek 

origin, a native of Antioch, and Paul calls him "our beloved 

physician." Luke appears in Acts during Paul’s second 

journey. He accompanied Paul to Jerusalem and remained 

near him when he is imprisoned in Caesarea. He 

accompanied Paul on the dangerous journey to Rome where 

he was a faithful companion. "Only Luke is with me," Paul 

writes (2 Timothy 4:11). His emblem is the ox, the third 

symbolical beast mentioned by Ezekiel (1:10), which is a 

symbol of Christ's sacrificial and priestly office. After Saint 

Paul's martyrdom, Saint Luke preached the Gospel 

throughout Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia, and other regions. 

Luke was 84 years old when he was tortured and hanged 

from an olive tree in the town of Thebes, Greece. Saint Luke 

wrote one of the major portions of the New Testament, 

comprising the third Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. In the 

two books he shows the parallel between the life of Christ and 

that of the Church. Most historians regard Saint Luke’s 

writings as highly accurate. Based on his accurate description 

of towns, cities and islands, as well as correctly naming 

various official titles, archaeologist Sir William Ramsay wrote 

that "Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his 

statements of fact trustworthy… he should be placed along 

with the very greatest of historians."  Professor of Classics at 

Auckland University, E.M. Blaiklock, wrote: "For accuracy of 

detail, and for evocation of atmosphere, Luke stands, in fact, 

with Thucydides. The Acts of the Apostles is not shoddy 

product of pious imagining, but a trustworthy record... it was 

the spadework of archaeology which first revealed the truth."   

Christian tradition states that Saint Luke was the first icon 

painter and he is considered the founder of Christian 

iconography. He painted icons of Theotokos holding the 

infant Jesus, in particular an icon kept in Constantinople. This 

icon depicted a half-length portrait of Theotokos holding the 

child and pointing toward Him as the way of salvation. Known 

as the Hodegetria (she who points the way) the original icon 

was taken in the fifth century to the Byzantine capital, 

Constantinople, and installed there in the Hodegon 

monastery. The original Hodegetria seems to have vanished 

following the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 

1453. Copies of the icon, however, could be found 

everywhere from Russia to Ethiopia. 

Throughout Renaissance, painters’ guilds across Europe were 

commonly named after Saint Luke. Images associated with 

Saint Luke had enormous authority. Depictions of Saint Luke 

painting the Virgin were themselves popular. One example is 

an icon by Domenikos Theotokopoulos, better known as El 

Greco. El Greco, born in 1541, had trained and worked as an 

icon painter in the Byzantine tradition in his native Crete 

before he left to study painting in Venice and Florence in 

1567. Ten years later he finally settled in Toledo, Spain, 

where he gradually developed his extremely idiosyncratic 

style achieved through the catalyst of his artistic genius and 

Saint luke the evangelist 

Detail of Saint Luke 
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OCTOBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
1 

 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

Cancelled 

4 5 

 

L.A. 

Greek Fest 

6 

 

L.A. 

Greek Fest 

7 

 

 
 

3rd Sunday of  

St. Luke 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

8 

 
Columbus Day 

Office Closed  

9 10 

 

 
Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

11 12 13 

14 
 

Sunday of the 7th 

Ecumenical Council 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

15 

 

16 

 

 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

17 

 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

18 
 

 

St. Luke the 

Evangelist 

8:45 am Orthros 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 

19 

 

20 

 

21 
 

6th Sunday of  

St. Luke 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:45 am Memorials 

10:00 Divine Liturgy 

22 23 

James the Apostle, 

brother of Our Lord 

8:45 am Orthros 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy 
 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

24 
 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

7:30 pm 

25 

 

26 
 

The Holy Great 

Martyr Demetrius 

the Myrrh-streamer  

8:45 am Orthros 

9:30 am Divine 

Liturgy 

27 
 

 

28 

7th Sunday of  

St. Luke 

8:45 am Orthros 

10:00 am Divine 

Liturgy 

7:30 pm Kneeling 

29 
 

30 
 

 

Bible Studies Class 

w/ Fr. John  

11 am 

31 

 

Young Adult Bible 

Studies Class w/  

Fr. Chris 

Cancelled 

   

  
 

 

 Strict Fast   Fish Allowed Wine and Oil   

Allowed 

Dairy, Eggs, 

and Fish            

Allowed 

Fast Free 

L.A. 

Greek Fest 
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Saint Sophia Greek Cathedral 

Greek Orthodox Community 

1324 South Normandie Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90006 

Phone  

323 737 2424 

E-mail  

office@stsophia.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stsophia.org 

Place address label here 

 

Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882) 

Theory of Evolution 

 

"I have never denied the existence of God. 

I think the theory of evolution is fully 

compatible with faith in God. I think the 

greatest argument for the existence of God 

is the impossibility of demonstrating and 

understanding that the immense universe, 

sublime above all measure, and man were 

the result of chance."  


