
Saint Sophia Foundation Scholarships 

 

John S. Sakellaris Scholarship - (for College/Post-Graduate Students) 

Angelo L. Pappas Scholarship - (for Graduating High School Seniors) 

 
 The Saint Sophia Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the creation of two $1,500 scholarships for eligible 

students with our community.  One will be for a graduating high school student and the other for a college or post-

graduate student. 

 

 These two scholarships are in honor of two of the greatest leaders of our community from the San Julian church, 

to the founding of our Saint Sophia community up through the Faith, Vision and Community Campaign for Building 

Expansion: 

 

 John S. Sakellaris (College/Post-Graduate Student Scholarship). 

 Angelo L. Pappas (Graduating High School Senior Student Scholarship). 

 

 John and Angelo were true leaders, visionaries and stalwart servants on behalf of Saint Sophia Cathedral and its 

community.  They were also the best of friends. 

 

 John Sakellaris served his Greek Orthodox Church and community for over 80 years.  He was an Altar Boy, 

member of the Choir, Treasurer of the first Parish Council at the Church of the Annunciation on San Julian Street, 

member and first Treasurer of the Saint Sophia Cathedral Parish Council.  In 1952, John was appointed by Mr. Charles P. 

Skouras as Comptroller of the newly organized Saint Sophia Foundation.  He was elected a member of the Board of 

Trustees in 1960 and Treasurer in 1964.  In 1987, he was elected President of the Board of Trustees of the Saint Sophia 

Foundation and continued to serve in that capacity until his death in 2010. 

 

 Under John’s administration, the Trustees have been responsible for the building of the Saint Sophia residence, 

the expansion of parking facilities, the construction of the Walk of the Blessing Hand and Wall of Honor, and the 

restoration, beautification and improvement of the Cathedral itself and its property.  He played a significant leadership 

role in the Faith, Vision and Community Campaign for Building Expansion here at St. Sophia Cathedral. 

 

 In addition to being a Life Member, John was the donor of the Blessed Hand and two of the mosaic Icons in the 

Dome of St. Sophia Cathedral.  In 1992, John was recognized for his dedication and earned the designation of Archon of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.  In 2010, John received the Blessing Hand Award from the Foundation.  

John was a sustaining donor to the Patriarch Athenagoras Institute of Orthodoxy, Holy Cross Seminary, Hellenic College, 

St. Basil’s Academy, local and national Philoptohos Societies, and the Order of Ahepa, the Building for Excellence 

Campaign at USC’s Keck School of Medicine and numerous other charities. 

 

 Angelo Pappas (“Angie”) was a Saint Sophia Steward since 1952, when he made his first generous contribution 

to the Cathedral prior to its completion. His devotion to our church has been demonstrated through his stewardship giving 

of time, talent and treasure for the past 58 years.   He was appointed to the National Archdiocesan Council by His 

Eminence Archbishop Iakovos in 1973 and served in the Axios Foundation for Worthiness from 1982 to 1984.  Angelo 

was honored an Archon for his outstanding service to the Greek Orthodox Church in 1994 and he received the Blessing 

Hand Award. 

 

 Angie was elected a member of the Board of Trustees in 1972, Vice President in 1986 and President in 2010, 

following John’s passing.  In 1979, Angie initiated the Cadillac for Christmas annual fundraiser – later named Cash for 

Christmas – and served as a chairman until 2009. He was instrumental in acquiring properties for the Cathedral 

Foundation, and led the construction of enclosures to secure the church grounds.  

 

 Angie worked hand-in-hand with John and the Foundation in leading the construction of the Saint Sophia 

residence, the expansion of parking facilities, the Walk of the Blessing Hand, the restoration and beautification of the 

Cathedral grounds and our beautiful Huffington Center. 

 

To receive an application please contact Tina Callas by email (calset@aol.com) or phone (818-388-7818) or  

Gig Kyriacou by email (gigk@mediate.com) or phone (818-613-4412).

mailto:gigk@mediate.com


Saint Sophia Foundation Scholarships 

 

John S. Sakellaris Scholarship 
(for College/Post-Graduate Students) 

 

Angelo L. Pappas Scholarship 
(for Graduating High School Seniors) 

 
In order to be considered for the Scholarship, the application below must be completed and 

emailed or received by May 22, 2015 to Saint Sophia Foundation, Attn: Scholarship Committee, 

1324 S. Normandie Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90006. The recipients of this award will be 

announced on Sunday, June 7, 2015.  To be eligible, applicant or his/her parents must be 

stewards in good standing for one year prior to the application and in the current year. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I am applying for a Scholarship through Saint Sophia’s Foundation, and I affirm my wish to be 

considered. I affirm that I am actively enrolled in college or plan to attend this fall. This 

application, including the essay, is my own work or formally cited from other sources. I affirm 

that the information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 

Legal Name: First: ______________    Middle: ______________   Last: __________________ 

Signature: _____________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

Permanent Residence: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________   Email: ________________________________ 

 

I am applying as a:   ____   Graduating High School Senior 

 

            ____   College/Post-Graduate Student 

 

 

 

I.  Education 

School Name: _______________________________________   City, State: _______________________ 

What is your undergraduate major(s)?______________________________________________________ 

Cumulative GPA: __________    GPA Scale: __________ 

If you are currently enrolled in high school or a two-year institution, what four-year institution do you 

plan to attend?  Please note if you have applied and/or been admitted. 

 

    

 

 

 

        



II.  Career Aspirations 

What are your professional goals? What issues, needs or problems do you hope to address? How 

will your program and your overall educational plans assist you in achieving your goals? (Limit: 

2,000 characters with spaces.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  School, Church and Community Involvement 

Attach a copy of your résumé with the following information: 

 Any awards, honors, or scholarships you have received in the past four years. (Please list in 

descending order of significance.) 

 

 

 

 Any programs and activities in which you have participated in school or in your community, and 

at Saint Sophia (such as clubs, publications, debate, dramatics, music, art, student government, 

athletics, Sunday School, Greek Dance, GOYA, etc.).  

  

  

  

 

 

Respond to the following question(s): 

 

1. Describe a leadership experience in which you made a difference in your community. (Limit: 

1,400 characters with spaces.) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Optional: What additional information (not already addressed in the application) do you wish 

to share with the Scholarship review committee? (Limit: 1,100 characters with spaces.) 

 

 


