
STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION
Faith, Vision and Community

Ask your father, and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you.  Deuteronomy 32:7

A DREAM
The history of  Greek Orthodoxy in Los Angeles is the story of the 
dreams and aspirations of  young immigrants  willing to  risk all  to 
come to an unknown faraway place. Unlike their more established 
compatriots of the East Coast, the Greeks of the West did not have the 
comfort of an established “Greek Town” or community to  welcome 
them.  Following an endless ocean voyage to Ellis Island, they 
continued their  adventurous trip by rail across a strange continent in 
search of opportunity and a dream. 

They brought no possessions with them other than their faith, culture 
and traditions.  It was their strong faith and love of the church and 
heritage that  helped build the Greek Orthodox Community in Los 
Angeles. 

1908 ~ A CHURCH IN A ROOM
These remarkable forefathers sowed the seeds for Saint Sophia 
Cathedral on June 14, 1908, when the Greek Orthodox Community of 
Los  Angeles was formally incorporated. The small group of founding 
members met at 240 Anderson Street. They chose Louis Alexakis as 
the first president, and Fr. Koutousis to serve the growing number of 
faithful. 

1912 ~ THE ANNUNICATION OF THE VIRGIN MARY 
Realizing the need for a  larger and permanent  facility, a property was 
purchased to  build a church at  1216 San Julian Street.  By 1912 the 
Annunciation of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church had 
become a reality, and was lovingly known thereafter as  the “San 
Julian Street Church.” Fr. Geronteos Koutousis  served as its first 
priest, followed by Fr. Kallistos  Papageorgopoulos, who was later 
appointed as the first bishop of San Francisco and the western states. 

An explosion in  membership marked the 30’s and 40’s  ending with the 
inspired ministry of Fr. Anthony Kosturos. With emphasis on the 
youth, Fr. Kosturos made organizing and teaching the youth  a 
priority, forming G.O.Y.A. – the Greek Orthodox Youth of America.

1952 – SAINT SOPHIA CATHEDRAL
The culmination of this era of  accomplishment was the construction 
of  Saint Sophia Cathedral. Under the leadership of  Charles  P. 
Skouras, funds were raised to build the magnificent Byzantine 
Cathedral. Mr. Skouras donated  the property, and the Greek 
community and other Philhellenes raised additional funds. 

The eloquent V. Rev. Fr. Leonidas Contos reinforced the Cathedral’s 
public image through his radio and television Eastern Orthodox 
teachings. The Saint Sophia Foundation was established to be the 
Cathedral’s fiscal  guardian and the Parish Council  its operating 
administrators. The beautiful  Saint Sophia Choir  was also 
established in 1952 and flourished under the direction of Dr. Frank 
Desby, a scholar of Byzantine music. 

1957 ~ THE LEGACY CONTINUED
The Charles P. Skouras Memorial Center, consisting of offices and 
classrooms for the Sunday school and later the Greek school, was 
completed in 1957.

The Community Center, serving the community and generating 
income for the operating expenses of the church, was completed in 
1973 and renovated in 1999. The Saint Sophia Residence, 
generating income for the Foundation while its  occupants are 
becoming a vital part of the Cathedral family, was  completed in 
1994. The St. Constantine Chapel  has served the community since its 
consecration in 2009 by providing an intimate environment for small 
services and sacraments. It is the resting place of Charles P. Skouras, 
the Cathedral’s benefactor, and William Chavalas, the Cathedral’s 
artist. 

Additional improvements have contributed to the beautification of the 
Cathedral and its grounds: the parking lot  was expanded and 
enclosed to secure the church grounds; the Walk of Blessing Hand, 
and Wall of  Major Donors and Life Members were constructed; the 
Cathedral’s restrooms renovated; and the exquisite mosaic mural, 
The Symphony of Angels, beautified the altar.  

The arrival  of the dynamic and charismatic Dean, V. Rev. Fr. John S. 
Bakas, in 1995, has brought  our Parish to new elevations. The 
Cathedral’s ministries, reaching out to parishioners and neighbors in 
spirit  of faith, service and devotion, continued to thrive by promoting 
religious, educational, cultural and social programs for all ages. 
Along with the growth of programs, there had been an increased 
demand for additional space and improved facilities. 

2012 – OUR LEGACY: A NEW COMMUNITY CENTER
Many years ago, the Foundation authorized the formation of the 
Saint Sophia Building Committee to study the needs of the community 
and develop  a  plan to  fulfill  those needs. Following many years of 
planning  and fundraising, our new Community Center  has become a 
reality.  

THE COMMUNITY CENTER FEATURES: 
• 53,820 sq. ft. as compared to the old 22,500 sq. ft. 
• Fellowship Hall, a premier banquet space. 
• The Pavilion, an intimate dining room.
• A professionally designed industrial kitchen.
• Cultural Center for Performing Arts and Sports..
• General Assembly room.
• Board room, conference rooms, library museum, music 

room, and bookstore and gift shop.
• Additional offices and classrooms, and increased storage 

facilities for all ministries.
• Lobby with elevator accessing the 2nd floor.

There are no words to express our gratitude to the Saint Sophia 
Foundation Board of  Trustees for defining the vision  and goals  for 
the future and to our kind and generous Donors for their Christian 
Stewardship in transforming that vision to a reality. THANK YOU.

Since the establishment of the Los Angeles Greek Orthodox 
community in 1908, each generation has carried  on the pride of the 
past, the respect for the present, and the responsibility for the 
future. It is  this ageless  spirit of devotion and Christian Stewardship 
that keeps our faith, culture and community alive. 

As our Saint Sophia Ministry continues to be the pillar of strength and inspiration for our 
Orthodox Community, we ask God to bless our Parish with love, unity and Christian fellowship.


